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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
 
This report provides a summary and evaluation of the free Massive
Online Open Course (MOOC) on Biodiversity Finance, which took
place from 15 April to 31 May 2019. 
 
This course was offered by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN), in
partnership with the UNDP Global Programme on Nature for
Development, the NBSAP Forum, the Secretariat of the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD). Financial support was provided
by the governments of the European Union, Flanders, Norway,
Germany and Switzerland, and the GEF. The seven-week MOOC,
offered simultaneously in English, French, Spanish and Russian, was
aimed at conservation planning and biodiversity finance practitioners
and policymakers, but was open to everyone.
 
The course provided an introduction to biodiversity finance, and
equipped participants with the knowledge and skills to assess the
policy, institutional, and economic context for biodiversity finance,
conduct a financial needs assessment to achieve a country’s
biodiversity goals, and develop a biodiversity finance plan for most
suitable finance solutions. BIOFIN national teams in Mexico,
Kazakhstan, Guatemala, Colombia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Bhutan,
Thailand, Philippines, Costa Rica, Madagascar, Kyrgyzstan, Belize,
Zambia, Cuba, Brazil, Chile, Georgia, and Peru shared their expertise
and the lessons learnt from implementing the BIOFIN methodology
with the course participants.
 
The Biodiversity Finance MOOC attracted more than 3,371
participants from 170 countries. Participants represented diverse
regions including sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East and North
Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, Central
and Western Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the
United States and Canada. Participants were highly engaged in the
course, resulting in a completion rate of 19% (two times the
industry average) and more than 4,000 engagements on the
Learning for Nature course forums.

"The MOOC course on

BIOFIN is a must free

online course that every

leaders of today should

take up. This course

delivers how important the

natural biodiversity is for

the country, region and

the world at large.

Further, the course gives

us ample solutions for the

investment in conservation

and preservation of

biodiversity."
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Sonam Tobgay 
Ministry of Finance, Bhutan

https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc


The MOOC was able to reach and influence key
target groups; the evaluation of the course shows
that 55% of participants are able to influence
policy in their job, and 94% of those
participants will use concepts from the course
to influence policy in the future. Testimonials
further demonstrate the impact of the course on
linchpin actors. Over 270 testimonials from
participants show that the MOOC provided them
with practical tools to develop financially sound
and politically feasible solutions to conservation
and development challenges. 
 
Survey results reveal participants’ satisfaction
with the course content, their interaction with the
MOOC team, and with other participants. 96% of
all the participants were satisfied or highly
satisfied with their experience. Based on the
ranking of the level of understanding of different
concepts, the course has reached its objectives.
In all the four languages, participants have
significantly increased their understanding of
biodiversity finance after taking the course.

"The MOOC has an incredible value. Indeed, it

plays an important role in building the capacity

of the actors involved in managing issues that

affect all aspects of sustainable development

that concerns us all. From what we gain to what

we lose by losing biodiversity, there is a time of

individual and collective reflection. This is

where this course finds its place. The

popularization of this information contributes to

this awareness. In addition, it contributes to the

improvement of the knowledge and the way of

living that is absolutely necessary to preserve

biodiversity without which life on earth would

be impossible. "

Weekly webinars, offered in English,
French, Spanish and Russian, were
largely popular among participants,
with 585 unique attendees joining
from the webinar platforms
ClickMeeting and Zoom. The webinars
featured experts from UNDP BIOFIN,
Seychelles' Conservation and Climate
Adaptation Trust (SeyCCAT), UNDP
Global Programme on Nature for
Development, BirdLife South Africa,
UNDP GEF, Conservation Finance
Alliance, University of Exeter, among
other prominent institutions. Twenty-
eight webinar recordings with
over 33 hours of footage were
uploaded to the Learning for Nature
YouTube Channel, garnering more
than 5,830 views as of June 2019. The
28 webinars received 12,238 total
views on all the channels combined
(Youtube, Facebook, ClickMeeting, and
Zoom) as of July 2019. The Learning
for Nature membership increased to
over 9,000 after the MOOC.
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Ndiaga DIOP
Expert of the Engineering Council for International
Development, Senegal
(Translated from French)

https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dg6vcJYNw1c&list=PLS0v3MnpWiBdgr_DiHrAdOk5BPhoTFNOz


MOOC PARTICIPATION 
OVERVIEW

Top 20 countries ranked by participation
 The highest number of
participants came from Mexico
(363), Brazil (241), Colombia
(222), and the United States of
America (125). Participants
represented diverse world
regions including Africa,
Europe, Asia, South America,
Pacific, Mesoamerica,
Caribbean, Eurasia, Middle
East, North America, and
Oceania.

The Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) on Biodiversity Finance engaged 3,371
participants from 170 countries. The map above shows a detailed geographical
distribution for the MOOC.

3,371
participants

from 170
countries 

United States
& Canada (4.8%)

Latin America 
& the Caribbean (41.4%)

Sub-Saharan
 Africa (17.8%)

Central & Western
Europe (13.1%)

Eastern Europe &
Central Asia (4.4%)

Middle East & 
North Africa (3.4%)

Asia & the Pacific
(14.8%)
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2,050 267
49

ENGLISH 
SPEAKERS

RUSSIAN 
SPEAKERS

FRENCH 
SPEAKERS

SPANISH 
SPEAKERS

1,005

Language distribution

"This course has enhanced my

level for self-confidence in

engaging national and

regional biodiversity related

issues. Not only that, BIOFIN

has also provided me with an

opportunity to integrate

Biodiversity, Climate and SDG

priorities aimed at achieving

resilience"

Aboud Jumbe
Department of Environment,
Zanzibar, Tanzania

Regional distribution
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41.4%
 

14.9%
 

17.9%
 

13.1%
 

4.9%
 

4.4%
 

3.4%
 

https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc


94.6
PERCENT

Percentage of
participants with
the ability to
influence policy
who will use their
learnings from
the course to
influence policy
in the future

96.4 Total course
satisfaction rate

PERCENT

19
PERCENT

Completion rate*
(2x industry
standard)

Fernando Begazo
Reforesta Perú SAC
(Translated from Spanish)
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"The course is innovative in

the sense that it is being

offered in an open manner

to different actors and is

available in different

languages for a better

understanding. It is also

extremely important to

know the realities of other

countries."

*The percentage of enrolled
participants who completed all the
course requirements by the end of
the course and received the course
certificate 

https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc


SUMMARIES
 

WEEKLY
 

Each week of the course focused on a specific topic
that contributed to shaping participants’
understanding of the BIOFIN methodology. Required
online lessons provided essential information about
the week’s topic. Participants were given the option
to engage with experts in the field through webinars,
as well as to enrich their learning through a
discussion forum with their peers. Homework
assignments provided an opportunity to apply the
concepts introduced in the lessons. A variety of
finance solutions allowed to explore finance
mechanisms or instruments in a particular context,
and optional reading assignments provided valuable
supplementary resources for participants who
wanted to dive deeper into specific topics.
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"Excellent course to deepen

the understanding of the

BIOFIN methodology, its

components and its successful

application in diverse

environments! I loved the list

of financial solutions and

their application as well as

the exchange with other

professionals in the field of

biodiversity finance."

Monica Navas
BIOFIN Ecuador
(Translated from Spanish)

https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc


The Orientation week, which took place on 8-14 April, provided an
opportunity for participants to learn how to take the course and
oriented them to the activities offered each week. The participants used
this time to review the information on the course requirements and the
optional components of the course. During this week, the participants
viewed the instructional videos where the course team walked them
through the course room, and met the course facilitators through the
welcome videos in English, French, Spanish and Russian. 
 
Click on the images to view content. 
 

ORIENTATION 
WEEK

 

Regional distribution

Facilitators' welcome 

1,964 views on Youtube as of June 2019
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https://mailchi.mp/8a88d90e57ed/orientation-to-peace-parks-development-and-management-mooc-316601?e=0d0652932e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsUiPU7TaYU&list=PLS0v3MnpWiBdgr_DiHrAdOk5BPhoTFNOz&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KhAbT7N6KY&list=PLS0v3MnpWiBdgr_DiHrAdOk5BPhoTFNOz&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwM74Y5Yv6I&list=PLS0v3MnpWiBdgr_DiHrAdOk5BPhoTFNOz&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFuBPWdlfIQ&list=PLS0v3MnpWiBdgr_DiHrAdOk5BPhoTFNOz&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2v0GU6AhcAA&list=PLS0v3MnpWiBdgr_DiHrAdOk5BPhoTFNOz&index=10


Introduction to biodiversity and sustainable development

WEEK ONE

The first week of the course provided an overview of biodiversity in the
context of sustainable development. The course materials focused on
the main elements of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, the primary policy
vehicle for implementing the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the
Sustainable Development Goals which depend upon biodiversity.
 
The Week 1 webinar in English was presented by Midori Paxton (UNDP
Ecosystem and Biodiversity Programme), Jamison Ervin (UNDP Global
Programme on Nature for Development) and Ngawang Gyelthsen (BIOFIN
Bhutan), and facilitated by Andrew Seidl (BIOFIN). Presentations in French
were delivered by Marco Arlaud (BIOFIN), Hervé Barois (BIOFIN) and Uvicka
Bristol with the support of Kelly Hoareau from  James Michel Institut de
recherche de l’économie bleue (Blue Economy Research Institute). The
speakers in the Spanish webinar were Mariana Bellot (BIOFIN), John
Bejarano (BIOFIN Colombia), and Gerardo Arroyo (UNDP Mexico). The
Russian language section of the course featured presentations by Meruyert
Sarsembayeva (BIOFIN Kazakhstan), Talgat Kerteshev (BIOFIN Kazakhstan),
Maxim Vergeichik (UNDP GEF), and Ainur Shalakhanova (BIOFIN
Kazakhstan).
 
During Week 1, the homework assignments section invited participants
to review the National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plan (NBSAP) and
the latest National Report on Biodiversity for their country, and to develop
an infographic that explains major trends in biodiversity, and the impact
these trends might have on different Sustainable Development Goals. In
addition, participants chose a geographic area relevant to their context,
identified the three SDGs and their targets that are most dependent upon
biodiversity in their context, and shared an essay describing the
connections between these SDGs and biodiversity with other participants
and course facilitators.
 
In the Biodiversity finance solutions section, participants were
encouraged to learn more about greening subsidies in agriculture and
lotteries.
 
Finally, the discussions during Week 1 revolved around the status and
trends in biodiversity and ecosystems in participants' countries, and the
feasibility of implementing select finance solutions in their context.
 
Click on the images to view content. 
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https://mailchi.mp/d73724fd10dd/orientation-to-peace-parks-development-and-management-mooc-332665?e=0d0652932e
https://mailchi.mp/d7f9708b709d/week-1-webinar-recording-peace-park-development-and-management-mooc-337961?e=0d0652932e
https://learningfornature.org/topic/homework-assignments-week-1/
https://learningfornature.org/topic/biodiversity-finance-solutions-week-1/


The second week of the course aimed to build participants’
understanding of biodiversity finance, biodiversity status and
trends both nationally and globally. The course materials introduced
UNDP’s Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN), the steps to start
implementing BIOFIN’s methodology, and the concept of finance
solutions.
 
The Week 2 webinar in English was presented by Annabelle Trinidad,
(BIOFIN), Niran Nirannoot (BIOFIN Thailand), and Anabelle Plantilla
(BIOFIN Philippines). Presentations in French were delivered by Jennifer
Jasmin (Ministry of Finance, Trade Investment and Economic Planning in
the Seychelles), Sophie Nyirabakwiye (BIOFIN Madagascar), and Hervé
Barois (BIOFIN). The speakers in the Spanish webinar were Mariana
Bellot (BIOFIN), Kifah Sasa (BIOFIN Costa Rica), and Esteban Delgado
(BIOFIN Chile). The Russian language section of the course featured
presentations by Meruyert Sarsembayeva (BIOFIN Kazakhstan), Talgat
Kerteshev (BIOFIN Kazakhstan), Lira Zholdubaeva (BIOFIN Kyrgyzstan),
and Ainur Shalakhanova (BIOFIN Kazakhstan).
 
During Week 2, the homework assignments  section invited
participants to develop a list of key stakeholders who would need to be
engaged in a BIOFIN process in their country, as well as an outline for an
advocacy campaign that would incentivize stakeholders to invest in
biodiversity. In addition, participants developed an infographic on the
specific value of biodiversity and ecosystems to key economic sectors
within their region, and shared their work with other participants and
course facilitators.
 
In the Biodiversity finance solutions section, participants were
encouraged to learn more about green bonds and conservation license
plates. 
 
Finally, the discussions during Week 2 revolved around the questions of
stakeholder engagement in the evaluation of biodiversity finance  in
participants' countries and the feasibility of implementing select finance
solutions in participants' context.
 
Click on the images to view content.

WEEK TWO
 Introduction to biodiversity finance
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https://learningfornature.org/topic/homework-assignments-week-2/
https://mailchi.mp/f80e7476a713/week-1-webinar-recording-peace-park-development-and-management-mooc-341285?e=0d0652932e
https://mailchi.mp/f80e7476a713/week-1-webinar-recording-peace-park-development-and-management-mooc-341285?e=0d0652932e
https://learningfornature.org/topic/biodiversity-finance-solutions-week-2/


The third week of the course focused on the biodiversity finance
policy and institutional review, including related guidance and
examples on each of the five steps in conducting this review.
Participants analyzed real-life examples and case studies from a variety
of countries, and gained experience implementing each of the steps.
 
The Week 3 webinar in English was presented by Hannah St. Luce
Martinez (BIOFIN Belize), Bruno Mweemba (BIOFIN Zambia), and
Andrew Seidl (BIOFIN). Presentations in French were delivered by Aline
Mailbangar (UNDP GEF), David Meyers (Conservation Finance Alliance),
and Hervé Barois (BIOFIN). The speakers in the Spanish webinar were
Mariana Bellot (BIOFIN), Mayra Casas (BIOFIN Cuba), and Susan
Seehusen (BIOFIN Brazil). The Russian language section of the course
featured presentations by Meruyert Sarsembayeva (BIOFIN
Kazakhstan), Lira Zholdubaeva (BIOFIN Kyrgyzstan), and Ainur
Shalakhanova (BIOFIN Kazakhstan).
 
During Week 3,  the homework assignments  section  invited
participants to develop an initial list of the finance
solutions/mechanisms that exist in their country or hold promise for
the future, and to describe the economic and policy drivers of
biodiversity change in their country and the impact that these drivers
have on biodiversity.
 
In the  Biodiversity finance solutions section, participants were
encouraged to learn more about philanthropy and payment for
ecosystem services. 
 
Finally,  the discussions  during Week 3 revolved around building a
national PIR team, the most important economic and policy drivers of
change in participants' contexts, and the prioritization of stakeholders
and decision-makers within an institutional analysis.
 
Click on the images to view content.

WEEK THREE
 Biodiversity finance policy and institutional review
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https://mailchi.mp/85e9d78b54e3/orientation-to-peace-parks-development-and-management-mooc-343497?e=cab143dc63
https://mailchi.mp/b40cb7ba8b7e/week-1-webinar-recording-peace-park-development-and-management-mooc-345741?e=0d0652932e
https://learningfornature.org/topic/homework-assignments/
https://learningfornature.org/topic/biodiversity-finance-solutions/


The fourth week introduced the second step in identifying finance
solutions for biodiversity – the Biodiversity Expenditure Review
(BER). Course materials provided guidance and examples on each of
the steps involved in the BER process.
 
The Week 4 webinars were presented in English by Ngawang
Gyelthsen, (BIOFIN Bhutan), Rachel Morrison (University of Exeter), and
Jessica Alvsilver (BIOFIN). Presentations in French were delivered by
Marco Arlaud and Hervé Barois (BIOFIN). The speakers in the Spanish
webinar were Mariana Bellot (BIOFIN), Alonso Martinez (BIOFIN
Mexico), and Esteban Delgado (BIOFIN Chile). The Russian language
section of the course featured presentations by Meruyert
Sarsembayeva (BIOFIN Kazakhstan), Temir Burzhubaev (BIOFIN
Kyrgyzstan) and Ainur Shalakhanova (BIOFIN Kazakhstan).
 
During Week 4,  the homework assignments  section  invited
participants to identify actors who should be involved at the very
beginning of the Biodiversity Expenditure Review, describe their role
and why they would be important to the process. In addition,
participants identified government economic or development policies
and priorities that need to be better aligned with biodiversity vision in
their context, and shared their findings with others on the forum.
 
In  the  Biodiversity finance solutions section, participants were
encouraged to learn more about philanthropy and payment for
ecosystem services. 
 
Finally, the discussions during Week 4 revolved around the questions
of 
the challenges and opportunities in getting institutions to reveal their
expenditures, tagging expenditures according to category and
relevancy, and challenges, barriers and opportunities for aligning
and/or integrating government policies and priorities with a national
vision.
 
Click on the images to view content.

WEEK FOUR
 Biodiversity expenditure review
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https://learningfornature.org/topic/biodiversity-finance-solutions-2/
https://mailchi.mp/0a105584a0fa/orientation-to-peace-parks-development-and-management-mooc-346785?e=0d0652932e
https://mailchi.mp/c192ecb8c31b/week-1-webinar-recording-peace-park-development-and-management-mooc-349969?e=0d0652932e
https://learningfornature.org/topic/homework-assignments-2/


Week 5 guided participants through the Financial Needs
Assessment (FNA) process. Participants explored real-life
examples and case studies from a variety of countries, and gained
experience in practicing each of the steps involved, including
assessing the financial needs required to implement key actions
within the National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plan, as well as
other key biodiversity-related strategies and actions.
 
The Week 5 webinar in English was presented by Annabelle
Trinidad (BIOFIN), Ramitha Wijethunga (BIOFIN Sri Lanka), and
Anabelle Plantilla (BIOFIN Philippines). Presentations in French were
delivered by Marco Arlaud and Hervé Barois (BIOFIN). The speakers
in the Spanish webinar were Mariana Bellot (BIOFIN), Fernando
García (BIOFIN Guatemala), and Frida Arriaga (BIOFIN Mexico). The
Russian language section of the course featured presentations by
Meruyert Sarsembayeva (BIOFIN Kazakhstan), Temir Burzhubaev
(BIOFIN Kyrgyzstan), and Ainur Shalakhanova (BIOFIN Kazakhstan).
 
During Week 5,  the homework assignments  section  invited
participants to identify a country with a recently completed NBSAP,
select specific actions in the NBSAP, and identify the extent to which
each action is costable and actionable. In addition, participants
identified key desired results for biodiversity or ecosystems  from
their NBSAP, specific actions to achieve those results, and conducted
a cost calculation for each. 
 
In  the  Biodiversity finance solutions section, participants were
encouraged to learn more about incentives for public budget
execution and habitat banking.
 
Finally, the discussions  during Week 5 revolved around estimating
the cost of implementation of NBSAP actions and aligning and/or
integrating government policies and priorities with national visions.
 
Click on the images to view content.

WEEK FIVE
 Biodiversity financial needs assessment
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https://mailchi.mp/e6d0c88fea1a/orientation-to-peace-parks-development-and-management-mooc-351469?e=0d0652932e
https://mailchi.mp/597b0104e0ae/week-1-webinar-recording-peace-park-development-and-management-mooc-353805?e=0d0652932e
https://learningfornature.org/topic/homework-assignments-3/
https://learningfornature.org/topic/biodiversity-finance-solutions-3/


In Week 6, course materials explored the steps involved in
developing a Biodiversity Finance Plan (BFP). Participants learnt
about the steps involved in developing a BFP, and in making the
business case for its adoption by decision-makers. They reviewed
real life examples of biodiversity finance plans, and gained
experience in conducting each of the steps involved in developing
this plan.
 
The Week 6 webinar in English was presented by Tracey Cumming
(BIOFIN), Flora Mokgohloa (BIOFIN South Africa), and Tornike
Phulariani (BIOFIN Georgia). Presentations in French were delivered
by Marco Arlaud (BIOFIN), Hervé Barois (BIOFIN) and Bertrand
Rassool (Lead Consultant, BIOFIN Seychelles). The speakers in the
Spanish webinar were Daniela Torres (BIOFIN Mexico), John
Bejarano (BIOFIN Colombia), and Carlos Hernandez (BIOFIN Peru).
The Russian language section of the course featured presentations
by Meruyert Sarsembayeva (BIOFIN Kazakhstan), Temir Burzhubaev
(BIOFIN Kyrgyzstan) and Ainur Shalakhanova (BIOFIN Kazakhstan).
 
During Week 6,  the homework assignments  section  invited
participants to identify potential finance solutions that could apply
in their context and to rank the feasibility and impact for each
solution. In addition, participants identified the most viable finance
solutions and described how they might make a business case to
decision-makers for one of these solutions.
 
In  the  Biodiversity finance solutions section,  participants were
encouraged to learn more about debt for nature swaps and wildlife
impact bonds.
 
Finally, the discussions  during Week 6 revolved around screening
finance solutions and making a business case for a specific finance
solution or the adoption of the finance plan as a whole.
 
Click on the images to view content.

WEEK SIX
 Biodiversity finance plan
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https://learningfornature.org/topic/activity/
https://mailchi.mp/b44fbea29462/orientation-to-peace-parks-development-and-management-mooc-355137?e=0d0652932e
https://mailchi.mp/2b9de084e457/week-1-webinar-recording-peace-park-development-and-management-mooc-355989?e=0d0652932e
https://learningfornature.org/topic/biodiversity-finance-solutions-4/


Week 7 explored lessons from around the world in
implementing BFPs and individual finance solutions. Participants
engaged with key professionals during webinars, and learnt about
some of the challenges, barriers and opportunities in
implementing a BFP.
 
The Week 7 webinar in English was presented by Candice
Stevens (BirdLife South Africa), Niran Nirannoot (BIOFIN Thailand)
and Ramitha Wijethunga (BIOFIN Sri Lanka), and facilitated by
Onno van den Heuvel (BIOFIN). Presentations in French were
delivered by Marco Arlaud (BIOFIN), Angelique Pouponneau
(Seychelles' Conservation and Climate Adaptation Trust), and
Hervé Barois (BIOFIN). The speakers in the Spanish webinar were
Mariana Bellot (BIOFIN), Roy Gonzalez (BIOFIN Costa Rica), and
Fernando Garcia (BIOFIN Guatemala). The Russian language
section of the course featured presentations by Meruyert
Sarsembayeva (BIOFIN Kazakhstan), Nurida Baizakova (Ministry of
Finance of the Kyrgyz Republic), Gulira Borubaeva (BIOFIN
Kyrgyzstan) and Ainur Shalakhanova (BIOFIN Kazakhstan).
 
Unlike Weeks 1-6, Week 7 did not contain homework assignments.
Instead, participants were invited to complete the course survey
to share feedback about their learning experience. In addition,
participants were able to assess the knowledge they gained
throughout the entire course by completing the final test.  
 
Once participants completed the course requirements, they were
able to download their course completion certificates signed
by the course partners: Abdoulaye Mar Dieye (Assistant Secretary-
General, Director of the Bureau for Policy and Programme
Support, United Nations Development Programme), Markus
Lehmann (Senior Programme Management Officer,   Secretariat of
the Convention on Biological Diversity) and Anthony Cox (Deputy
Director, Environment Directorate,  Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development). 

Click on the images to view content.

WEEK SEVEN
 Implementing the biodiversity finance plan

PAGE 16

https://mailchi.mp/72985bd7c45e/orientation-to-peace-parks-development-and-management-mooc-356145?e=0d0652932e
https://mailchi.mp/2763abff5de6/week-1-webinar-recording-peace-park-development-and-management-mooc-355993?e=0d0652932e


SURVEY RESULTS

PAGE 17

Overall, 652 participants completed the course survey. An overwhelming majority of
respondents expressed satisfaction with their learning experience. On average across the
four languages, 96% of participants were satisfied or highly satisfied with the
course. Survey results illustrate that the course was able to reach key target groups:
more than half (55%) have the ability to directly influence policy in their job and
an average of 94.6% of the respondents who have this ability indicate that they will use
what they learned during the MOOC to influence future policy decisions. 
 
Slightly more men than women responded to the survey (55% vs 45%). Notably, the
gender distribution differed across languages: the Spanish and Russian sections of the
course received more responses from female participants, with 56.4% and 66.7% of
responses submitted by women, respectively. 

"Taking the Biodiversity Finance

course was a unique opportunity

that gave me new ideas about the

place that biodiversity should

occupy. I have taken note of the

importance of intersectorality on

issues related to biodiversity,

including its financing. I will

certainly take every opportunity

to inform my country's policy-

makers of the importance of

better integrating biodiversity

into budget planning and of

considering protected areas as

development tools. "

Siméon Abe Eyebe
UNDP Cameroon

(Translated from French)

https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc


Sources of information
about course registration

Motivation for enrolling
in the course
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"The course was important

and beneficial. It

enlightened me on many

issues in Biodiversity that

I previously did not know

about. I will henceforth be

more critical in analyzing

my national governments'

budget and policy

formulations processes

with regards to

biodiversity expenditures

and also endeavour to

contribute to public

discourses regarding

biodiversity issues."

Prince Oppong 
UNDP Ghana

https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc


The majority of participants (67,5%) rated the course workload and the course difficulty
as “just right”. Many noted that the materials were well-designed and that the lessons
included highly useful information and were presented in a professional manner.  The
graph below shows the webinar topics ranked by participants according to their
relevance across the four languages: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The majority of participants (94,9%) felt either “engaged” or “highly engaged”
throughout the course. Similarly, the majority of respondents (72,5%) indicated their
satisfaction with their level of interaction with other course participants. Further, the
majority of respondents (81%) were "very likely" or "likely" to take another course
offered on Learning for Nature, and (83%) were "very likely" or "likely" to recommend
future courses offered on Learning for Nature to others. 

Course participants represented diverse professional backgrounds, with the majority
working in the public sector, followed by the private sector, non-profit sector, academia,
and finally those working within United Nation agencies or intergovernmental
organizations. This cross-sectoral reach supports SDG achievement through promoting
partnerships and knowledge-sharing.
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Ability to assess the policy, institutional, and economic context
for biodiversity finance

 

Ability to conduct a financial needs assessment to achieve a
country's biodiversity goals
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Based on the ranking of the level of understanding of different concepts, the course has
reached, and often surpassed, its objectives. In all the four languages, participants have
significantly increased their understanding of biodiversity finance after taking the course.
The subsequent tables provide detailed information about the learning outcomes of the
course (on average across the four languages).



Ability to develop a biodiversity finance plan for most suitable
finance solutions

 

Ability to measure biodiversity expenditures
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ClickMeeting / Zoom1

Facebook 2

Twitter 3

MailChimp 4

Webinars were conducted via ClickMeeting and Zoom webinar platforms, and attracted a
total of 585 unique attendees. Webinar sessions in four languages (English, French,
Spanish and Russian) featured 46 speakers during 28 online sessions. Webinar
speakers were experts in the field of biodiversity finance, and hailed from UNDP BIOFIN,
Seychelles' Conservation and Climate Adaptation Trust (SeyCCAT), UNDP Global
Programme on Nature for Development, BirdLife South Africa, UNDP GEF, Conservation
Finance Alliance, University of Exeter, the Ministry of Finance, Trade Investment and
Economic Planning in Seychelles, and the Ministry of Finance of the Kyrgyz Republic (see
Annex for a complete list of webinar speakers). Following the webinar, these sessions
were made available on the Learning for Nature YouTube Channel for all participants. As
of June 2019, these webinars -- nearly 33 hours of footage in total -- had been viewed
5,830 times. All webinar presentations and recordings are available here.
 
Notably, the course was able to bring together a stellar group of course champions. The
course champions addressed the participants via video messages and expressed their
support for the BIOFIN MOOC, inviting participants to enroll in the course. Learn more
about the course champions below. Click on the photos to view the course
champions' video messages.

STRATEGY
 

OUTREACH

The outreach strategy for the Biodiversity Finance MOOC engaged five major social media
tools in order to optimally engage participants:   
 

YouTube5

“The MOOC course on BIOFIN

is a must free online course

that every leaders of today

should take up. This course

delivers how important the

natural biodiversity is for the

country, region and the world

at large. Further, the course

gives us ample of solutions

for the investment in

conservation and

preservation of biodiversity.”

Sonam Tobgay 
Ministry of Finance, Bhutan

Click to view 
the Trello
board
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P O R N C H A I  C H U T H A M A S
H e a d  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  P l a n t  G e n e t i c  C o n s e r v a t i o n  P r o j e c t ,
T h a i l a n d
 
P o r n c h a i  C h u t h a m a s  i s  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t  w h o  s e r v e s  a s  H e a d
o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  P l a n t  G e n e t i c  C o n s e r v a t i o n  P r o j e c t  u n d e r  t h e
R o y a l  I n i t i a t i v e  o f  H e r  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  P r i n c e s s  M a h a  C h a k r i
S i r i n d h o r n  ( R S P G )  i n  T h a i l a n d .  M r .  C h u t h a m a s  a i m s  t o  s e t  u p  a
c e n t r a l  b i o d i v e r s i t y  d a t a b a s e  o f  p l a n t  g e n e t i c s  i n  T h a i l a n d .  D u e  t o
h i s  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  n e t w o r k  o f  t h e  p l a n t  g e n e t i c  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o j e c t
h a s  b e e n  s t r e n g t h e n e d  n a t i o n w i d e  t h r o u g h  2 0 0  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e
a g e n c i e s ,  4 0 0 0  m e m b e r s  u n d e r  t h e  S c h o o l  B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n
P r o g r a m m e ,  2 0 0 0  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s  w o r k i n g  o n  c o l l e c t i n g
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  l o c a l  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  d a t a b a s e
r e g i s t r a t i o n .  I n  2 0 1 5  M r .  C h u t h a m a s  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s  m e m b e r  o f
t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  o f  B I O F I N  T h a i l a n d .  M r .  C h u t h a m a s
i n i t i a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  B I O F I N  D a y  i n  T h a i l a n d .  

A B D O U L A Y E  M A R  D I E Y E
A s s i s t a n t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  f o r  P o l i c y
a n d  P r o g r a m m e  S u p p o r t  ( B P P S ) ,  U N D P ,  N e w  Y o r k
 
M .  D i e y e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y
G e n e r a l  ( A S G ) ;  A s s i s t a n t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u
f o r  P o l i c y  a n d  P r o g r a m m e  S u p p o r t  ( B P P S )  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s
D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m m e  ( U N D P )  i n  N e w  Y o r k  i n  M a r c h  2 0 1 8 .  P r i o r
t o  h i s  n e w  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  h e  w a s  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  A s s i s t a n t
S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  ( A S G ) ;  A s s i s t a n t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d  D i r e c t o r  f o r
t h e  R e g i o n a l  B u r e a u  f o r  A f r i c a  ( R B A )  o f  U N D P ,  i n  N e w  Y o r k  ( 2 0 1 3 -
2 0 1 8 ) .  M .  D i e y e  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  U N D P
A d m i n i s t r a t o r ;  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  U N D P ’ s  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e ,  i n  N e w  Y o r k
( 2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 3 ) .  M .  D i e y e ,  f r o m  S e n e g a l ,  i s  a  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x p e r t  a n d  a
m a c r o e c o n o m i s t ;  w i t h  a n  a c a d e m i c  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  m a t h e m a t i c s ,
s t a t i s t i c s ,  e c o n o m e t r i c s ,  e c o n o m i c  p o l i c y  a n d  p l a n n i n g ;  h e  h a s
e x e r c i s e d  i n c r e a s i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  m a n a g i n g
c o m p l e x  d e v e l o p m e n t  p o r t f o l i o s .  

D A S H O  L A M  D O R J I
L e a d  E x p e r t  f o r  B I O F I N ,  B h u t a n
 
D a s h o  L a m  D o r j i  i s  t h e  L e a d  E x p e r t  f o r  B I O F I N  i n  B h u t a n  a n d
f o r m e r l y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  F i n a n c e  o f  t h e  R o y a l  G o v e r n m e n t  o f
B h u t a n .  P r i o r  t o  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  t h e  F i n a n c e  S e c r e t a r y ,  h e
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s .  H e
w a s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t i o n a l  B u d g e t .  P r i o r  t o
t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  h e  h e a d e d  v a r i o u s  d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e
a n d  s e r v e d  a s  C h i e f  B u d g e t  O f f i c e r ,  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r ,  S e n i o r  B u d g e t
O f f i c e r ,  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  a n d  A s s i s t a n t  B u d g e t  O f f i c e r .  D a s h o  L a m
i s  a  c h a r t e r e d  m a n a g e m e n t  a c c o u n t a n t  w i t h  M a s t e r ’ s  o f  B u s i n e s s
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( M B A )  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a l e s ,  U n i t e d
K i n g d o m .  
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R O M A N  K I M
M e m b e r  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  K a z a k h s t a n
 
R o m a n  K i m  i s  a  M e m b e r  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f
K a z a k h s t a n ,  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A g r a r i a n  I s s u e s .
W i t h i n  t h e  c o m p e t e n c e  o f  t h e  M a z h i l i s ,  h e  w o r k s  t o  i m p r o v e
l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e ,  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a g r o -
i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p l e x .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s  M r .  K i m  h a s  h e l d  s e n i o r
p o s i t i o n s  i n  b o t h  s t a t e  a n d  p r i v a t e  s p h e r e s .  H e  h a s  e x t e n s i v e
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o n  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
b u s i n e s s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  p u b l i c - p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p .  M r .  K i m  i s
c o m m i t t e d  t o  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f
s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  K a z a k h s t a n .  

L A D A W A N  K U M P A
H e a d  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o f  B i o d i v e r s i t y  F i n a n c e
I n i t i a t i v e ,  T h a i l a n d
 
L a d a w a n  K u m p a  h a s  o c c u p i e d  l e a d i n g  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l
R e f o r m  C o m m i t t e e  o n  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h e
N a t i o n a l  S t r a t e g y  D r a f t i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t
a n d  G r o w t h  o f  T h a i l a n d .  W i t h  h e r  p r o f o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  T h a i l a n d ’ s
N a t i o n a l  E c o n o m i c  a n d  S o c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n s ,  s h e  i s  l e a d i n g  t h e
m a j o r  t a s k s  o n  d r a f t i n g  o f  t h e  5 - y e a r  N a t i o n a l  R e f o r m  P l a n  o n
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t  ( 2 0 1 8 - 2 0 2 3 )  a n d  t h e  2 0 - y e a r
N a t i o n a l  S t r a t e g y  P l a n  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  G r o w t h
( 2 0 1 8 - 2 0 3 7 ) .  S h e  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  o f  t h e
H i g h l a n d  R e s e a r c h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T h a i l a n d .  I n  2 0 1 4
M s .  K u m p a  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  l e a d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e
o f  B i o d i v e r s i t y  F i n a n c e  I n i t i a t i v e  i n  T h a i l a n d .  H e r  a c a d e m i c
c r e d e n t i a l s  i n c l u d e  a  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t
E c o n o m i c s  f r o m  A u s t r a l i a n  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n  A d v a n c e d
C e r t i f i c a t e  i n  P u b l i c  E c o n o m i c s  M a n a g e m e n t  f o r  E x e c u t i v e s  f r o m
K i n g  P r a j a d h i p o k ’ s  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T h a i l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  i n
D e v e l o p i n g  S t r a t e g y  f o r  V a l u e  C r e a t i o n  f r o m  L o n d o n  B u s i n e s s
S c h o o l .  

M A R K U S  L E H M A N N
S e n i o r  P r o g r a m m e  M a n a g e m e n t  O f f i c e r ,  S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e
C o n v e n t i o n  o n  B i o l o g i c a l  D i v e r s i t y
 
M a r k u s  L e h m a n n  i s  a  s e n i o r  p r o g r a m m e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f f i c e r  w i t h
U N  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  h e a d i n g  t h e  E c o n o m i c  P o l i c y  U n i t  o f  t h e
B i o d i v e r s i t y  C o n v e n t i o n  S e c r e t a r i a t .  H e  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o r e  t e a m
p r e p a r i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  f o r  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y m a k e r s
u n d e r  t h e  g l o b a l  i n i t i a t i v e  o n  T h e  E c o n o m i c s  o f  E c o s y s t e m s  a n d
B i o d i v e r s i t y  ( T E E B ) ,  a n d  w a s  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i n g  l e a d  a u t h o r  o f
C h a p t e r  6  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  o n  s u b s i d y  r e f o r m .  P r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  t h e
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  h e  h e l d  v a r i o u s  r e s e a r c h  a n d  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  i n
e c o n o m i c s  i n  G e r m a n y ,  i n c l u d i n g  w i t h  F r e e  U n i v e r s i t y  B e r l i n ,  t h e
M a x  P l a n c k  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  R e s e a r c h  o n  C o l l e c t i v e  G o o d s ,  a n d  t h e
G e r m a n  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  S e c u r i t y  A f f a i r s .  H e
p u b l i s h e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  o n  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d
r e s o u r c e  e c o n o m i c s .  H e  h o l d s  a  d o c t o r a t e  i n  e c o n o m i c s  ( D r .  r e r .
p o l . )  f r o m  F r e e  U n i v e r s i t y  B e r l i n .  
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C H U L A R A T  N I R A T I S A Y A K U L
D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  a n d  C E O  o f  t h e  B i o d i v e r s i t y - b a s e d  E c o n o m y
D e v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e ,  T h a i l a n d
 
C h u l a r a t  N i r a t i s a y a k u l  i s  a  s c i e n t i s t  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f
p o l i c y  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  T h a i l a n d .  H e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o r t f o l i o  i n c l u d e s
p o s i t i o n s  a t  t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  G e n e r a t i n g  A u t h o r i t y  o f  T h a i l a n d  a n d  t h e
P a c i f i c  I n t e r c o m m u n i c a t i o n  C o . ,  w h e r e  s h e  w o r k e d  a s  a  j o u r n a l i s t
a n d  b r o a d c a s t e d  T V  a n d  r a d i o  p r o g r a m s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  1 6  y e a r s .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  s h e  j o i n e d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l
P o l i c y  C e n t e r  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  a n  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  C o o p e r a t i v e s  a n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s
a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  5  y e a r s .  A f t e r  h e r  a d v i s o r y  r o l e ,  M s .
N i r a t i s a y a k u l  s e r v e d  a s  a n  A c t i n g  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f
F a r m e r s ’  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  F u n d  f o r  3  y e a r s ,  h e l p i n g
g r o u p s  o f  f a r m e r s  b e c o m e  s e l f - r e l i a n t  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  a d d r e s s  d e b t
i s s u e s .  I n  h e r  c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n  o f  D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  a n d  C E O  o f  t h e
B i o d i v e r s i t y - b a s e d  E c o n o m y  D e v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e ,  M s .  N i r a t i s a y a k u l
c o l l a b o r a t e s  w i t h  B I O F I N  t o  i n i t i a t e  p o l i c i e s  f o r  f a i r  a n d  e q u i t a b l e
s h a r i n g  o f  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  b i o d i v e r s i t y - b a s e d  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  T h a i l a n d .

J O S E P H I N E  R A M I R E Z  S A T O
M e m b e r  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  c o n g r e s s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  O c c i d e n t a l
M i n d o r o ,  P h i l i p p i n e s
 
C o n g r e s s w o m a n  J o s e p h i n e  R a m i r e z  S a t o  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
P h i l i p p i n e  C o n g r e s s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  O c c i d e n t a l  M i n d o r o .  P r i o r  t o
j o i n i n g  C o n g r e s s ,  M s .  S a t o  s e r v e d  a s  V i c e - g o v e r n o r  a n d
s u b s e q u e n t l y  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  O c c i d e n t a l  M i n d o r o .  S h e
h a s  s p o n s o r e d  b i l l s  r e l a t e d  t o  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e
f i n a n c i n g  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  C o n g r e s s .  S h e  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A p p o i n t m e n t s  a s  w e l l  t h e  C o m m i t t e e s  o n  e c o n o m i c
a f f a i r s ,  e c o l o g y ,  a n d  e n e r g y  i n  C o n g r e s s .  C o n g r e s s w o m a n  S a t o  i s  a
l a w y e r  b y  o c c u p a t i o n .  

C A R L O S  M A N U E L  R O D R I G U E Z
M i n i s t e r  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  E n e r g y ,  C o s t a  R i c a
 
C a r l o s  M a n u e l  R o d r i g u e z  i s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  E n e r g y
f o r  C o s t a  R i c a ,  a  p o s t  h e  p r e v i o u s l y  h e l d  f r o m  2 0 0 2 - 2 0 0 6  a n d
t h r o u g h  w h i c h  h e  p l a y e d  a  p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s
p a y m e n t  f o r  e c o s y s t e m  s e r v i c e s .  M r .  R o d r i g u e z  w a s  m o s t  r e c e n t l y
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  G l o b a l  P o l i c y  a t  C o n s e r v a t i o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  a n d
f o r m e r l y  D i r e c t o r  o f  C o s t a  R i c a ’ s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  S e r v i c e .  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6blzpz5c3w&list=PLS0v3MnpWiBdgr_DiHrAdOk5BPhoTFNOz&index=16&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCbYLyerHQs&list=PLS0v3MnpWiBdgr_DiHrAdOk5BPhoTFNOz&index=15&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GpGJLqHZiHg&list=PLS0v3MnpWiBdgr_DiHrAdOk5BPhoTFNOz&index=14&t=0s


BOOK
 

FACE
 

Followers

TWITTER
 

Impressions

The Learning for Nature Facebook page reached more than 4,000 followers during the
Biodiversity Finance MOOC. 
 

Each burst of engagement on this graph depicting Learning for Nature Twitter
impressions correlates to the opening of each week of the Biodiversity Finance MOOC.  
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CHIMP
 

MAIL
 

43.6%
open rate
(2x the average
MailChimp open

rate)

76 
email blasts

sent in 4 
 languages

6,094
link clicks to

course
materials

Open rate

CLICKMEETING/
ZOOM

585 
unique

attendees

United States (298)
Colombia (60)
Kazakhstan (57)
Mexico (48)
Brazil (31)

Top participating
countries

456

1

40
web

mobile
(audio)

mobile
(video)

Technology used by
participants to join

webinars

The introductory "Orientation"
email and final "Thank You"
email had the highest open
rates, at 66% and 46%,
respectively. In general, The
"Welcome to the Week" blasts
sent out each Monday of the
course were opened more
often than the emails with
webinar recordings sent out
each Thursday.
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TUBE
 

YOU
 

Views for top performing videos

Overall Reach

During the course, 45 videos were uploaded to the Learning for Nature Youtube channel:
28 webinar recordings, 4 welcome videos from the course facilitators, 4 course room
instructional videos, 8 video messages from the course champions, and the course
trailer. As of July 2019, these videos on the Learning for Nature Youtube playlist for the
course received 10,181 views. In addition, promotional and course champion videos
shared via the BIOFIN Youtube channel received over 4,000 views. 
  
During each week of the course, the peak in reach occurred 1-2 days after that week's
webinars were uploaded. The highest peak refers to the first webinar, Introduction to
sustainable development. Reach plummeted only during the weekends. 
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As expected, webinars uploaded on Youtube earlier receive a higher number of views.
Each week, webinars in English received the highest number of views, followed by the
ones in Spanish, which correlates with the language distribution for the course overall.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLS0v3MnpWiBdgr_DiHrAdOk5BPhoTFNOz
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9v0fskaiJjoVoMDrdjgLMw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9v0fskaiJjoVoMDrdjgLMw


TESTIMONIALS
 

Testimonials from course participants provide qualitative data illustrating the impact of the
MOOC as well as data demonstrating its ability to impact linchpin actors. We received a total of
273 testimonials. Select testimonials are provided below.

“This course bridged

academic knowledge with

policy development in the

context of understanding

finance. As an academic

that is involved with Civil

Society groups,

understanding the

vocabulary of finance is

very important. This course

offered that facility.”

“This MOOC on Biodiversity

Finance was a very rewarding

experience for me. The acquired

knowledge will enable me to

improve my tools for mobilizing

funding for biodiversity in the

professional context, and also

to support the public and

private institutions working in

our country, on issues related

to biodiversity.” 

"This course was an

important learning and

leveling opportunity of the

current and effective

achievements if the field of

biodiversity conservation.

The practical examples of

the course are inspiring to

improve our local jobs. "

"I would like to thank the

UNDP for organising this

free online course. I am so

fortunate to access these

valuable information which I

believe in the future will be

an asset to my organisation.

I guess I am the only one

participant from my sector

and the knowledge and skills

gained will be much valuable

and will benefit the tourism

sector."

“Being a member of a

community based group, the

MOOC experience will have a

great impact to me as I will

be able to shed insight during

policy making in the

organization thus help the

organization employ sound

finance decisions in its

practices and give it a voice

in government budget

allocation expenditures that

is biodiversity related.”

"It is a very enriching

course, which allows to

clearly understand

biodiversity finance.

Without a doubt, it is a tool

of great value for anyone

who seeks to have a

convincing impact on public

policy for the preservation

of biodiversity. "

Dr. Ryan S. Mohammed
Acting Curator, The University
of the West Indies Zoology
Museum

Mohamed-Awali OURO-DJERI
DJOBO
Association of Environmental
Scientists for Integrated
Development
(Translated from French)

Angélica Beatriz Corrêa
Gonçalves
Nature Institute of Tocantins,
State of Tocantins, Brazil
(Translated from Spanish)

Joseph Mamau
Ministry of Culture and Tourism,
Solomon Islands

Mary
Cranes Conservation Volunteers

Santiago Machado 
Natural Spaces and Sustainable
Development A.C. (Espacios
Naturales y Desarrollo
Sustentable A.C.)
(Translated from Spanish)
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https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
https://trello.com/b/7u36EsVo/biofin-mooc
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S P E A K E R S

J O H N  B E J A R A N O
T e a m  L e a d e r ,  B I O F I N  C o l o m b i a
 
J o h n  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k s  a t  t h e  m a n a g e r ,  d e s i g n e r  a n d  e v a l u a t o r  o f
p l a n s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r o j e c t s  o f  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e
i n v e s t m e n t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s .  J o h n  h a s  2 3  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e
i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  H e  h a s  h e l d  p o s i t i o n s  o f  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l i c y
a d v i s o r  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  D e p a r t m e n t ,  B i o c o m e r c i o  F u n d
M a n a g e r  a n d  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  o f  F i n a n c e  o f  t h e  C o o p e r a t i o n  F u n d
f o r  B i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s ,  a n d  a  u n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r  o f
f i n a n c e  r e l a t e d  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  e n v i r o n m e n t .  J o h n
c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  B I O F I N  T e a m  L e a d  i n  C o l o m b i a .  J o h n  h a s  a
p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e g r e e  i n  F i n a n c e  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s  w i t h
p o s t g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t .
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G I O V A N N I  F E R N A N D O  G A R C I A  B A R R I O S
T e a m  L e a d e r ,  B I O F I N  G u a t e m a l a
 
F e r n a n d o  i s  t h e  t e a m  l e a d e r  o f  B I O F I N  G u a t e m a l a .  H e  b e l o n g s  t o
t h e  U N D P  c o u n t r y  o f f i c e  t e a m .  P r e v i o u s l y  h e  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e
P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s  a n d  B i o d i v e r s i t y  N a t i o n a l  A u t h o r i t y  i n  G u a t e m a l a
( C O N A P )  l e a d i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B i o d i v e r s i t y  C o m m i s s i o n  ( C O N A D I B I O )
f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B i o d i v e r s i t y  S t r a t e g y  a n d  U N
C o n v e n t i o n  o n  B i o l o g i c a l  D i v e r s i t y .  H i s  2 0  y e a r s ’  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  o n
a g r i b u s i n e s s ,  b i o d i v e r s i t y  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  g r e e n  e c o n o m i e s  w i t h
g l o b a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  a c a d e m i c ,  m u l t i l a t e r a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d
p r i v a t e  e n t i t i e s .    H e  h o l d s  P h D  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d
f o r e s t  c a r b o n  b u s i n e s s  f r o m  L i n c o l n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,
M a s t e r  D e g r e e  i n  f o r m u l a t i o n  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
P r o j e c t s ,  a n d  B a c h e l o r  i n  A g r o n o m y  f r o m  S a n  C a r l o s  U n i v e r s i t y  i n
G u a t e m a l a .
 

N U R I D A  B A I Z A K O V A
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  P r o c u r e m e n t ,  M i n i s t r y  o f
F i n a n c e  o f  t h e  K y r g y z  R e p u b l i c
 
N u r i d a  B a i z a k o v a  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e
s y s t e m  s i n c e  2 0 0 0 .  S h e  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  a s  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c
P r o c u r e m e n t  a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e  o f  t h e  K y r g y z  R e p u b l i c .
N u r i d a  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m  b u d g e t i n g  g u i d a n c e
m a t e r i a l s .  N u r i d a  h a s  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  a n d
c o n d u c t i n g  p r o g r a m  b u d g e t i n g  t r a i n i n g  e v e n t s .  S h e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m
t h e  K y r g y z  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  T r a n s p o r t  a n d
A r c h i t e c t u r e  w i t h  a  d e g r e e  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E c o n o m i c  R e l a t i o n s  i n
1 9 9 9 .  I n  2 0 1 6 ,  s h e  r e c e i v e d  a  M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  f r o m  D o s h i s h a
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  J a p a n ,  h a v i n g  d e f e n d e d  h e r  t h e s i s  o n  t h e  t o p i c
“ I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  p r o g r a m  b u d g e t i n g  i n  t h e  K y r g y z  R e p u b l i c :
p r o b l e m s  a n d  p r o s p e c t s ” .

MEET THE 
EXPERTS

 



T E M I R  B U R Z H U B A E V
T e a m  L e a d e r  a n d  F i n a n c i a l  E x p e r t ,  B I O F I N  K y r g y z s t a n
 
T e m i r  h a s  o v e r  2 0  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r t i s e  i n  g o v e r n a n c e - r e l a t e d  f i e l d s .
H e  w a s  a  k e y  e x p e r t  f o r  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g  i n  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k ,  A D B ,
E C ,  U N  a n d  G I Z  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
n a t i o n a l  a n d  s e c t o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s .  M r .  B u r z h u b a e v  h a s
s t r o n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  p u b l i c
e x p e n d i t u r e  i s s u e s .  W o r k i n g  o n  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  h e  s e r v e d  a s  H e a d  o f
D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e  o f  t h e  K y r g y z  R e p u b l i c  ( 2 0 0 1 -
2 0 0 4 ) ,  a n d  w a s  a  k e y  e x p e r t  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e
p r o j e c t s .  S i n c e  2 0 1 6  M r .  B u r z h u b a e v  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a  T e a m  l e a d e r
a n d  f i n a n c i a l  e x p e r t  o f  B I O F I N - K y r g y z s t a n .
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G U L I R A  B O R U B A E V A
E x p e r t  o n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  B I O F I N  i n  t h e  K y r g y z
R e p u b l i c
 
G u l i r a  h a s  2 0  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p u b l i c  f i n a n c e  m a n a g e m e n t
( P F M ) .  W o r k i n g  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e  o f  t h e  K y r g y z  R e p u b l i c  a n d
o n  v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t s  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d
i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  P F M  s y s t e m  o f  K y r g y z s t a n ,  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  p r o p o s a l s  a n d  t h e
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  b u d g e t  r e f o r m ,  a n d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e
b u d g e t  ( b o t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b u d g e t  a n d  t h e  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  m i n i s t r i e s ) .
S h e  h a s  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p r o p e r t y
m a n a g e m e n t ,  t a x a t i o n ,  e c o n o m i c s ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d
r e g u l a t o r y  i m p a c t  a n a l y s i s .  G u l i r a  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  K y r g y z
N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  a  d e g r e e  i n  E c o n o m i c s .

F R I D A  A R R I A G A  C I N T A
S y s t e m a t i z a t i o n  A n a l y s t ,  B I O F I N  M e x i c o
 
F o r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  F r i d a  h a s  w o r k e d  i n  B I O F I N ,  o v e r s e e i n g  s u c h
a r e a s  a s  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t ,  t h e  M e x i c a n  A l l i a n c e  o n
B i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  B u s i n e s s e s ,  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n ,  a n d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s h e  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n
o f  f i n a n c e  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  b i o d i v e r s i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  i m p a c t
i n v e s t m e n t ,  m a i n s t r e a m i n g  a n d  g r e e n i n g  t h e  b a n k  b y  i n c l u d i n g
b i o d i v e r s i t y  c r i t e r i a  i n t o  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  p r o c e s s  f o r  c r e d i t s .  S h e
h o l d s  a n  M . A .  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P o l i t i c s  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e
D e v e l o p m e n t  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a n c h e s t e r ,  a n d  a  B a c h e l o r ’ s
d e g r e e  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  T e c n o l ó g i c o  d e
M o n t e r r e y ,  C C M .

U V I C K A   B R I S T O L
J a m e s  M i c h e l  B l u e  E c o n o m y  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  
 
U v i c k a  j o i n e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S e y c h e l l e s  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 5  a s  a
r e s e a r c h  o f f i c e r  w i t h  B E R I .  S h e  a s s i s t s  r e s e a r c h e r s  w i t h  v a r i o u s
B E R I  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .  F r o m  2 0 1 5  t o  2 0 1 7 ,  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d s  o n
a n  I O R A  p r o j e c t ,  s h e  f o c u s e d  o n  d e v e l o p i n g  a  m a n a g e d  n e t w o r k  o f
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  I n d i a n  O c e a n .  S h e
c o n t i n u e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  n e t w o r k  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  o n  o t h e r  B E R I
r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .  S h e  a l s o  c o o r d i n a t e s  B E R I ’ s  g r a n t  p o r t f o l i o .
U v i c k a  h o l d s  a  B S c  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e  ( H o n o u r s ) ,  s p e c i a l i s i n g
i n  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  R e s i l i e n c e ,  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
S e y c h e l l e s .



C A R L O S  A B E L  H E R N A N D E Z
G o v e r n a n c e  a n d  T e r r i t o r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  S p e c i a l i s t ,  B I O F I N  P e r u
 
C a r l o s  i s  a  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  t e r r i t o r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
t h e  U N D P  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  P r o g r a m  i n  P e r u ,  a n d  h e  i s
i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  B I O F I N  I n i t i a t i v e .  C a r l o s  h a s  a
d e g r e e  i n  S o c i a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  y e a r s .
C a r l o s  h a s  w o r k e d  o n  p r o j e c t s  o f  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  r e f o r m  o f  p u b l i c
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p u b l i c - p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  s e c t o r s  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  m a n a g e m e n t  m o d e l s  a n d  f i n a n c i n g  o f
N a t u r a l  P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s .
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R O Y  G O N Z A L E Z
E c o n o m i c  A d v i s o r ,  B I O F I N  C o s t a  R i c a
 
R o y  i s  a n  e c o n o m i s t  w i t h  s t r o n g  k n o w l e d g e  o n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f
f i n a n c i a l  m a r k e t s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e
r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  s e c t o r  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  r e g i o n .  H i s
p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  i n c l u d e s  p o s i t i o n s  s u c h  a s  M a r k e t
D e v e l o p m e n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t i e s  E x c h a n g e ,
i n v e s t m e n t  b a n k i n g  m a n a g e r  a n d  g e n e r a l  m a n a g e r  o f  b r o k e r a g e
f i r m s  a n d  r i s k  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  a d v i s o r  t o  s e v e r a l
p e n s i o n s  f u n d s  i n  C o s t a  R i c a .  H e  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  D e p u t y  M i n i s t e r  o f
F i n a n c e  o n  t w o  o c c a s i o n s  a n d  a s  G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l
B a n k  o f  C o s t a  R i c a  b e t w e e n  M a y  2 0 0 4  a n d  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 0 .  H e  i s
c u r r e n t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  B I O F I N  I n i t i a t i v e
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  C o s t a  R i c a .

N G A W A N G  G Y E L T S H E N
N a t i o n a l  B I O F I N  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  B h u t a n
 
N g a w a n g  G y e l t s h e n  i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B I O F I N  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  B h u t a n .
N g a w a n g  c r a f t e d  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e g r a t e d  m e t h o d o l o g y  t o  t h e  B I O F I N -
C P E I R  a p p r o a c h .  P r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  U N D P ,  h e  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F o r e s t s  a n d  P a r k  S e r v i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  R o y a l
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  B h u t a n .  A  f o r e s t e r  b y  t r a i n i n g ,  h e  h a s  o v e r  a  d e c a d e
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  B h u t a n ’ s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  p r o t e c t e d
a r e a s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l i c y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  f i n a n c e  a n d
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  p r o j e c t s .  N g a w a n g  s t u d i e d  f o r e s t r y  i n  I n d i a  a n d
h o l d s  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e s  i n  M o u n t a i n  F o r e s t r y  f r o m  B o k u  U n i v e r s i t y
i n  A u s t r i a  a n d  i n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  L e a d e r s h i p  f r o m  C a m b r i d g e
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  E n g l a n d .  H e  i s  a  K i n s h i p  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F e l l o w .

E S T E B A N  D E L G A D O
P l a n n i n g  a n d  B i o d i v e r s i t y  A d v i s o r ,  U N D P
 
E s t e b a n  i s  a  g e o g r a p h e r  w i t h  a  p o s t g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  i n
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  P l a n n i n g .  S i n c e  2 0 0 2 ,  h e  h a s
w o r k e d  o n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l ,  s u b n a t i o n a l  a n d
n a t i o n a l  s c a l e .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  h e  h a s  o b t a i n e d  a  w i d e  k n o w l e d g e
o f  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t e c h n i c a l ,  l e g a l ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l
d i m e n s i o n s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  t o p i c s  i n  C h i l e .  C u r r e n t l y ,  h e  w o r k s
f o r  t h e  C o u n t r y  O f f i c e  o f  U N D P  ( C h i l e ) ,  a s  a  P l a n n i n g  a n d
B i o d i v e r s i t y  A d v i s o r ,  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e
B I O F I N  P r o j e c t ,  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  o f  n a t i o n a l
b i o d i v e r s i t y  f i n a n c e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o l i c y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o u t c o m e s -
o r i e n t e d  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  o p t i m i z a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  b i o d i v e r s i t y  f i n a n c e
m e c h a n i s m .
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T A L G A T  K E R T E S H E V
P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r ,  B I O F I N  K a z a k h s t a n
 
T a l g a t  i s  a  b i o d i v e r s i t y  p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s
D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m m e  i n  K a z a k h s t a n .  H e  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  y e a r s
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  f o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  o v e r  1 5  y e a r s  o f
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  P A  p r o j e c t s .  W h i l e
w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  K a z a k h  N a t i o n a l  A g r a r i a n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  h e  e d u c a t e d
m a n y  y o u n g  f o r e s t r y  s p e c i a l i s t s .  H e  i s  a l s o  a n  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r
o f  F o r e s t r y .  H e  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  F o r e s t r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t
i n c l u d i n g  n i n e  f o r e s t  h u n t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e p u b l i c ,  a n d  t h e
C o n c e p t  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s  o f  K a z a k h s t a n  2 0 3 0 .
H e  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  s e v e n  s t u d y  g u i d e s ,  t h r e e  m o n o g r a p h s  a n d  m o r e
t h a n  2 0  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  f o r e s t r y  a n d  P A s .

A L I N E  M A L I B A N G A R
R e g i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  U N D P  /  G E F  R e g i o n a l  P r o j e c t
" P a r t n e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  B i o d i v e r s i t y :  S u s t a i n a b l e
F i n a n c i n g  o f  P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s  o f  t h e  C o n g o  B a s i n  i n  C a m e r o o n "
 
A l i n e  M a l i b a n g a r  h a s  b e e n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  U N D P  /
G E F  R e g i o n a l  P r o j e c t  " P a r t n e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  o f
B i o d i v e r s i t y :  S u s t a i n a b l e  F i n a n c i n g  o f  P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s  o f  t h e  C o n g o
B a s i n  i n  C a m e r o o n "  s i n c e  2 0 0 6 .  F r o m  2 0 0 3  t o  2 0 0 9 ,  A l i n e  a s s u m e d
t h e  r o l e s  o f  t h e  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e
E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s
F r a m e w o r k  C o n v e n t i o n  o n  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  ( U N F C C C )  i n  C e n t r a l
A f r i c a .  I n  2 0 0 9 ,  s h e  f i r s t  j o i n e d  U N D P  C e n t r a l  A f r i c a n  R e p u b l i c  a s
P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r  E n v i r o n m e n t  -  E n e r g y ,  t h e n  f r o m  l a t e  2 0 1 1  s h e
h e l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  H e a d  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  U n i t  -  E n e r g y  a n d  C l i m a t e
C h a n g e  a n d  f i n a l l y  h e l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a s  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r ,  R e c o v e r y
a n d  S t a b i l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  T e a m  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  R e c o v e r y  /  S t a b i l i z a t i o n
U n i t .  S h e  t h e n  j o i n e d  t h e  U N D P  D R C  i n  2 0 1 5  a s  T e c h n i c a l  S p e c i a l i s t
E a r l y  R e c o v e r y  /  R e s i l i e n c e  B u i l d i n g ,  b a s e d  i n  N o r t h  K i v u  w h e r e  s h e
a c c u m u l a t e s  w i t h  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  P r o v i n c i a l  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  P i l l a r
2  o f  t h e  U N D P - D R C ,  a n d  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  J o i n t  P r o j e c t  o f  s u p p o r t
t o  t h e  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o f  e a s t e r n  D R C  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  e x -
c h i l d r e n  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  a n d  G r o u p s ,  t h e  l a s t
p o s i t i o n  s h e  h e l d  a t  U N D P  D R C  b e f o r e  j o i n i n g  U N D P - C a m e r o o n ,  a s
R e g i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t o r .

A L O N S O  M A R T I N E Z
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  E c o n o m i c s  a n d  F i n a n c e  A d v i s o r ,  B I O F I N  M e x i c o
 
A l o n s o  M a r t i n e z  w o r k s  a s  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  E c o n o m i c s  a n d  F i n a n c e
A d v i s o r  f o r  t h e  B i o d i v e r s i t y  F i n a n c e  I n i t i a t i v e  ( U N D P )  i n  M e x i c o .  H e
s t a r t e d  h i s  c a r e e r  a t  t h e  M e x i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  N a t u r a l
P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s ,  w h e r e  h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
f i r s t  e c o s y s t e m  s e r v i c e s  v a l u a t i o n  s t u d i e s ,  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f
t h e  S E E A  m e t h o d o l o g y  r e l a t e d  t o  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e
u p d a t e  a n d  u p g r a d e  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n s  f i n a n c i a l  g a p  d a t a b a s e .  H e
h o l d s  a  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  E c o n o m i c s  a n d  P o l i c y  o f  E n e r g y  a n d  t h e
E n v i r o n m e n t  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  L o n d o n ,  a n d  a  B a c h e l o r ’ s
d e g r e e  i n  e c o n o m i c s  f r o m  I T E S M - M e x i c o  C i t y .

J E N N I F E R  J A S M I N
D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e  i n  S e y c h e l l e s
 
J e n n i f e r  J a s m i n  i s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  E c o n o m i c  P l a n n i n g
D e p a r t m e n t  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f   F i n a n c e ,  T r a d e  I n v e s t m e n t  a n d
E c o n o m i c  P l a n n i n g  i n  S e y c h e l l e s .
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R A C H E L  M O R R I S O N
P o s t - D o c t o r a l  R e s e a r c h e r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  E x e t e r
 
R a c h e l  i s  a  P o s t - D o c t o r a l  R e s e a r c h e r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  E x e t e r ,
w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  B i o d i v e r s i t y  N e t  G a i n  s y s t e m  f o r
C o r n w a l l ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h i n g  i n n o v a t i v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i n v e s t m e n t
i n  n a t u r a l  c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e  S o u t h  W e s t  o f  E n g l a n d .  S h e  d e v e l o p e d  a n d
i m p l e m e n t e d  t h e  f i r s t  N a t i o n a l  B i o d i v e r s i t y  E x p e n d i t u r e  R e v i e w  f o r
I r e l a n d ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  I r i s h  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  a n d  W i l d l i f e
S e r v i c e  a n d  D r  C r a i g  B u l l o c k  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  D u b l i n .  S h e  h o l d s
a  P h . D .  i n  P l a n n i n g  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  M a s t e r s  i n
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I m p a c t s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a n c h e s t e r .

D A V I D  M E Y E R S
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F i n a n c e  A l l i a n c e
 
D a v i d  M e y e r s  i s  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f i n a n c e  e x p e r t  a n d  e n t r e p r e n e u r
w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  2 5  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  b u s i n e s s
s t r a t e g y  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e c o n o m i c s ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  a s s e s s m e n t ,
t r a i n i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n  e c o l o g y  a n d  e v o l u t i o n .  F r o m
2 0 1 2  u n t i l  2 0 1 8 ,  D a v i d  w a s  a  S e n i o r  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r  f o r  t h e
B I O F I N / U N D P  p r o j e c t .  D a v i d  h a s  l a u n c h e d  a n d  m a n a g e d  v a r i o u s
c o m p a n i e s  i n c l u d i n g  a  f i n a n c i a l  s e r v i c e s  c o m p a n y  p r o v i d i n g  o n l i n e
m a r k e t p l a c e s  f o r  i m p a c t  i n v e s t i n g  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a s s e t s ,  a
t r i p l e - b o t t o m - l i n e  b a m b o o - f l o o r i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r  i n  M a d a g a s c a r ,
a n d  a  t e c h n o l o g y  i n c u b a t o r .  D a v i d  h a s  s p e n t  w e l l  o v e r  a  d e c a d e  i n
M a d a g a s c a r  a n d  h a s  w o r k e d  i n  4 6  c o u n t r i e s .  I n  M a d a g a s c a r ,  h e
h e l p e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  p l a n  a n d  e x e c u t e  a  t r i p l i n g  o f  t h e  a r e a  u n d e r
c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  M a k i r a  N a t u r a l  P a r k
3 7 0 , 0 0 0  h e c t a r e  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a  u s i n g  R E D D +  f i n a n c i n g .  H e  h o l d s  a
D o c t o r a t e  i n  B i o l o g i c a l  A n t h r o p o l o g y  a n d  A n a t o m y  f r o m  D u k e
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  a n  M B A  f r o m  t h e  Y a l e  S c h o o l  o f  M a n a g e m e n t .

F L O R A  M O K G O H L O A  
P r o j e c t  L e a d e r ,  B I O F I N
 
F l o r a  M o k g o h l o a   i s  t h e  P r o j e c t  L e a d  f o r  t h e  B i o d i v e r s i t y  F i n a n c e
I n i t i a t i v e .  S h e  h a s  o v e r  2 0  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  n a t i o n a l ,
p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  M o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f
h e r  c a r e e r  w a s  s p e n t  a s  D i r e c t o r  f o r  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  M a n a g e m e n t
a n d  l a t e r  a s  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  ( H e a d  o f  D e p a r t m e n t ) .  T h i s  i s
w h e r e  s h e  l e d  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  a  s u i t e  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
m a n a g e m e n t  p o l i c i e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  s e c t o r a l  p o l i c i e s
i n  b i o d i v e r s i t y ,  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  a n d
e n e r g y  a n d  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t .  S h e  h a s  w o r k e d  i n  h i g h  p r o f i l e
p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  w h e r e  s h e  w a s
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t - w i d e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a n a g e m e n t ,
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  P r e m i e r ,  w h e r e  s h e  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
m a i n s t r e a m i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a n a g e m e n t  i n  p r o v i n c i a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  s t r a t e g y ,  a n d  t h e  P r i v a t e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e
M a y o r  a s  A d v i s o r  f o r  C i t y  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y .  F l o r a  h o l d s  a  M a s t e r ’ s
d e g r e e  i n  E n g i n e e r i n g  M a n a g e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P r e t o r i a
a n d  a n  H o n o r s  d e g r e e  i n  N a t u r a l  S c i e n c e s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
F o r t  H a r e .
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B R U N O  M W E E M B A
C o u n t r y  T e a m  L e a d e r ,  B I O F I N  Z a m b i a
 
B r u n o  M w e e m b a  h a s  o v e r  1 5  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t
f i n a n c e  w o r k i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  i n  Z a m b i a .  H e
i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  C o u n t r y  T e a m  L e a d e r  f o r  U N D P ’ s  B i o d i v e r s i t y
F i n a n c e  I n i t i a t i v e  ( B I O F I N )  i n  Z a m b i a ,  f o r  w h i c h  h e  c o o r d i n a t e s
a c r o s s  1 1  m i n i s t r i e s  a n d  1 8  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  w o r k s
w i t h  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s e c t o r  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f l o w  o f  g r e e n  f i n a n c e  i n t o
Z a m b i a .  H e  h a s  a  M a s t e r  o f  P h i l o s o p h y  i n  D e v e l o p m e n t  F i n a n c e
( N e l s o n  M a n d e l a  M e t r o p o l i t a n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a )  a n d  a  M B A
i n  F i n a n c i a l  S e r v i c e s  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  E a s t  L o n d o n ,  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m ) .
H e  i s  a l s o  a  C e r t i f i e d  E x p e r t  i n  C l i m a t e  a n d  R e n e w a b l e  E n e r g y
F i n a n c e  ( F r a n k f u r t  S c h o o l  o f  F i n a n c e  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t ,  G e r m a n y ) ,
C e r t i f i e d  C h a r t e r e d  A c c o u n t a n t  ( A C C A )  a n d  a n  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
P r o j e c t  F i n a n c e  E x p e r t  ( M i d d l e s e x  U n i v e r s i t y ,  U K ) .  H e  i s  c u r r e n t l y
f i n a l i s i n g  h i s  P h . D .  i n  D e v e l o p m e n t  F i n a n c e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
B o l t o n ,  U K .  B r u n o  i s  w e l l - v e r s e d  i n  t h e  n u a n c e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t
f i n a n c e  w i t h  e x p e r t i s e  i n  c l i m a t e  f i n a n c i n g ,  b i o d i v e r s i t y  f i n a n c i n g ,
r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  p r o j e c t  f i n a n c e  a n d  P P P s .

S O P H I E  N Y I R A B A K W I Y E
T e c h n i c a l  S p e c i a l i s t ,  B I O F I N  M a d a g a s c a r
 
S o p h i e  h a s  b e e n  a  T e c h n i c a l  S p e c i a l i s t  a t  U N D P  i n  M a d a g a s c a r
s i n c e  M a r c h  2 0 1 8 .  S o p h i e  j o i n e d  t h e  U N  f a m i l y  i n  2 0 0 5 ,  i n i t i a l l y  a s
a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s p e c i a l i s t  a t  U N D P ,  w h e r e  s h e  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e
p r o j e c t  o f  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t  a t  t h e
p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l  ( 2 0 0 5 - 2 0 0 6 ) .  I n  2 0 1 0 ,  s h e  h e l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a s
E n e r g y  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t  S p e c i a l i s t  f o r  U N D P  i n  N i g e r  f o r  t h r e e
y e a r s  b e f o r e  b e c o m i n g  T e a m  L e a d e r  o f  P o v e r t y  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t
f o r  U N D P  R w a n d a  ( O c t o b e r  2 0 1 3 -  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8 ) .  S o p h i e  h o l d s  a
M a s t e r s  d e g r e e  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  M a n a g e m e n t  P h i l o s o p h y  f r o m  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a p e  T o w n ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  I n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  S o p h i e
w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  C o u n c i l  f o r  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  R e s e a r c h  ( C S I R )
a s  a  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  t h e  L e s s  P o l l u t i n g  P r o d u c t i o n  T e c h n o l o g i e s
p r o g r a m .

N I R A N  N I R A N N O O T
N a t i o n a l  T e a m  L e a d e r ,  B I O F I N  T h a i l a n d
 
N i r a n  N i r a n n o o t  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  T h a i  I n d u s t r i e s  w h e r e
s h e  c r e a t e d  p o l i c y  d i a l o g u e s  o n  F r e e  T r a d e  A g r e e m e n t s  t h r o u g h
v a r i o u s  e c o n o m i c  f o r u m s .  S h e  j o i n e d  t h e  U N O P S - U N I C E F  T s u n a m i
r e c o v e r y  p r o g r a m m e  i n  t h e  M a l d i v e s  i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  M o n i t o r i n g ,
R e p o r t i n g  a n d  K n o w l e d g e  M a n a g e m e n t .  S h e  s e r v e d  t h e  U N F A O  i n
t h e  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  f o r  A s i a  a n d  t h e  P a c i f i c  b y  m a n a g i n g  r e g i o n a l
p r o j e c t s  i n  C a m b o d i a ,  L a o  P D R  a n d  M y a n m a r  o n  I n t e g r a t e d  C r o s s -
b o r d e r  V a l u e  C h a i n s  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  O r g a n i c  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  S y s t e m .
N i r a n  h a s  k e e n  e x p e r i e n c e s  w o r k i n g  f o r  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  E a s t  A s i a ,  S o u t h  A s i a
a n d  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .
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G E R A R D O  A R R O Y O  O ’ G R A D Y
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m ,  U N D P
 
B o r n  i n  M e x i c o  C i t y ,  G e r a r d o  A r r o y o  i s  a  P h y s i c a l  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  b y
t r a i n i n g  ( E N A H )  a n d  m a i n t a i n s  a  M . S .  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O x f o r d
i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l i c y .  S i n c e  2 0 1 4 ,  h e  h a s  b e e n  t h e
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m  i n  U N D P  M e x i c o ,
w h e r e  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m
i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  c l i m a t e  a n d  e n e r g y ,  l e a d i n g
f o r m u l a t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  p r o g r a m  a c t i v i t i e s .
P r e v i o u s l y ,  h e  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  E c o l o g y  a n d
C l i m a t e  C h a n g e ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m b a s s y  i n  M e x i c o  a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c i e n t i f i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  p r i v a t e
c o n s u l t a n c i e s .

M I D O R I  P A X T O N
H e a d  o f  E c o s y s t e m  a n d  B i o d i v e r s i t y  P r o g r a m m e ,  U N D P
 
M i d o r i  i s  t h e  U N D P  H e a d  o f  E c o s y s t e m  a n d  B i o d i v e r s i t y  P r o g r a m m e
b a s e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k .    S h e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a  l a r g e  p o r t f o l i o  o f
b i o d i v e r s i t y  p r o j e c t s ,  c o m p r i s i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 2 0  p r o j e c t s  i n  1 3 0
c o u n t r i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  g l o b a l  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B i o d i v e r s i t y
F i n a n c e  I n i t i a t i v e  ( B I O F I N )  a n d  t h e  N a t u r e  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t
P r o g r a m m e .    P r e v i o u s l y ,  s h e  w o r k e d  a s  a  B a n g k o k - b a s e d  R e g i o n a l
T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s e r .    B e t w e e n  2 0 0 0  a n d  2 0 1 0 ,  s h e  w o r k e d  i n  N a m i b i a ;
m u c h  o f  t h e  t i m e  w o r k i n g  u n d e r  t h e  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  P a r k s  a n d
W i l d l i f e  M a n a g e m e n t ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  T o u r i s m ,
c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a
s y s t e m .  M i d o r i  h o l d s  a  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d
D e v e l o p m e n t  f r o m  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a m b r i d g e ,  a n d  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  s i x
b o o k s  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  p u b l i s h e d  p h o t o s  a n d  a r t i c l e s .

A N A B E L L E  P L A N T I L L A
P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r ,  B I O F I N  P h i l i p p i n e s
 
A n a b e l l e  P l a n t i l l a  i s  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r  o f  B I O F I N ,  a
p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m m e  a n d  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  M s .  P l a n t i l l a  i s
a  l i c e n s e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p l a n n e r  w i t h  a  M a s t e r ’ s  D e g r e e  i n  U r b a n
a n d  R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  a n d  a
B a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P l a n n i n g  f r o m  M a r y k n o l l
C o l l e g e  ( n o w  M i r i a m  C o l l e g e ) .  H e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  s p a n s  s e v e r a l
g o v e r n m e n t  p o s i t i o n s ,  s t i n t s  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a n d  a c a d e m i a ,
a n d  a  l o n g  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  H a r i b o n  F o u n d a t i o n  a s  f o r m e r  C h i e f
O p e r a t i n g  O f f i c e r .

T O R N I K E  P H U L A R I A N I
B I O F I N  N a t i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  G e o r g i a
 
T o r n i k e  P h u l a r i a n i  i s  a  B I O F I N  N a t i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  G e o r g i a .  H e
h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  U N D P  s i n c e  2 0 1 3 .  P r e v i o u s l y  h e  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y
m a n a g e d  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  a  4 - y e a r  E U  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t  o n  C l i m a t e
C h a n g e  a n d  P a s t u r e  M a n a g e m e n t .  T o r n i k e  h a s  o v e r  1 0  y e a r s  o f
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  s e c t o r .  B e f o r e  j o i n i n g  U N D P ,  h e  h e l d
v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n s  a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  N a t u r a l
R e s o u r c e s  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  G e o r g i a ,  w h e r e ,  a m o n g  o t h e r
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  h e  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A c t i o n  P r o g r a m m e  o f  G e o r g i a  2 0 1 2 - 2 0 1 6 .
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A N G E L I Q U E  P O U P O N N E A U  
C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  S e y c h e l l e s '  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d
C l i m a t e  A d a p t a t i o n  T r u s t
 
A n g e l i q u e  h a s  a l w a y s  h a d  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  s u s t a i n a b l e
u s e  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  o u r  o c e a n s .  S h e  w a s  b o r n  a n d  g r e w  u p  i n
a  f i s h i n g  d i s t r i c t ,  B e l  O m b r e ,  i n  S e y c h e l l e s  w h e r e  s h e  g a i n e d  a
f i r s t h a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  p r e s e r v e
m a r i n e  r e s o u r c e s .  A n g e l i q u e  i s  a  l a w y e r  ( S e y c h e l l e s  a n d  U K )  a n d
h o l d s  a n  L L M  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  t h e  l a w  o f  t h e
s e a  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  l a w .  A l s o ,  A n g e l i q u e  i s  a  t r a i n e d  c l i m a t e
c h a n g e  n e g o t i a t o r  u n d e r  t h e  A O S I S  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  F e l l o w s h i p
P r o g r a m m e  a t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .  A n g e l i q u e  h a s  w o r k e d  i n
d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  P a c i f i c  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  O c e a n
o n  a  w i d e - r a n g e  o f  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  f i s h e r i e s ,
s u s t a i n a b l e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  m a r i n e  b i o d i v e r s i t y  w i t h i n  a n d  b e y o n d
n a t i o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  a n d  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  c l i m a t e
a d a p t a t i o n  a n d  c l i m a t e  f i n a n c e .  F u r t h e r ,  s h e  s e r v e d  a s  a  l e g a l
e x p e r t  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  G r o u p  o f  S i x t h  C o m m i t t e e  i n  w o r k s  o f  o c e a n s
a n d  l a w  o f  t h e  s e a  a t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .  M o r e o v e r ,  A n g e l i q u e  h a s
e x p e r i e n c e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  a s  a  c o - f o u n d e r  f o r  a  n o t - f o r -
p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  S e y c h e l l e s  a n d  a  B o a r d  m e m b e r  o f  a
C o m m o n w e a l t h - w i d e  y o u t h - l e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

B E R T R A N D   R A S S O O L
L e a d  c o n s u l t a n t ,  B I O F I N  S e y c h e l l e s
 
B e r t r a n d  i s  a n  e c o n o m i s t  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  f i n a n c e  a n d
e c o n o m i c  p l a n n i n g .  H e  w a s  t h e  H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f
t h e  S e y c h e l l e s  t o  t h e  U K  a n d  N o n - R e s i d e n t  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  t h e  W o r l d
T r a d e  O r g a n i s a t i o n  u n t i l  2 0 0 4 .  I n  2 0 0 5  B e r t r a n d  j o i n e d  B r i t i s h
A m e r i c a n  I n v e s t m e n t  G r o u p ,  f i r s t  a s  a  N o n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a n d
s u b s e q u e n t l y  a s  G r o u p  D e p u t y  C E O .  F r o m  2 0 0 5  t o  2 0 1 1  h e  a l s o
s e r v e d  a s  N o n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  T r a d i n g  E m i s s i o n s  P L C  ( T E P )
l i s t e d  o n  t h e  L o n d o n  A l t e r n a t i v e  I n v e s t m e n t  M a r k e t .  I n  2 0 1 2  h e  w a s
a p p o i n t e d  a s  a  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  B a n k  o f
S e y c h e l l e s  f o r  s i x  y e a r s .  I n  2 0 1 1 ,  B e r t r a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c o n s u l t a n c y
c o m p a n y ,  A c e  C o r p o r a t e  S e r v i c e s  L t d ,  p r o v i d i n g  i n v e s t m e n t  a d v i s o r y
s e r v i c e s  t o  i n v e s t o r s  i n  S e y c h e l l e s  a n d  M a u r i t i u s .  H i s  r e c e n t
a s s i g n m e n t s  i n c l u d e  U N E C A  c o n s u l t a n c y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  S e y c h e l l e s
E c o n o m i c  P l a n n i n g  S t u d y ;  A f D B  C o n s u l t a n c y  o n  S e y c h e l l e s  P o l i t i c a l
E c o n o m y  a n d  U N D P  L e a d  C o n s u l t a n t  f o r  S e y c h e l l e s  B i o d i v e r s i t y
F i n a n c i n g  ( B I O F I N )  I n i t i a t i v e .

K I F A H  S A S A
P r o g r a m m e  O f f i c e r ,  U N D P
 
K i f a h  S a s a  i s  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  R e s i l i e n c e  P r o g r a m m e
O f f i c e r  U N D P  i n  C o s t a  R i c a ,    a n d  h a s  1 9  y e a r s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l
e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t  o n  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e
m a n a g e m e n t .  H e  s e r v e d  a s  f i r s t  g l o b a l  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  U N D P s  G r e e n
C o m m o d i t i e s  P r o g r a m m e ,  w o r k i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  f i s h e r i e s  c o m m o d i t y  s u p p l y  c h a i n s ,
a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  S e n i o r  A d v i s o r  t o  t h i s  g l o b a l  i n i t i a t i v e .  K i f a h  h a s
w o r k e d  a s  p r i n c i p a l  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  S o c i a l  I n t e g r a t i o n  o f
C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  t e c h n i c a l
a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h r e e  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l s  o f  M i n i s t e r s .  H e
b e g a n  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  f o u n d i n g  a n d  d i r e c t i n g  t w o  N G O s
b u i l d i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  g r a s s r o o t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  w o m e n ’ s  c o o p e r a t i v e s
a n d  a r t i s a n a l  f i s h e r m e n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  L a t i n
A m e r i c a .  H e  h o l d s  a  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  P r a c t i c e  f r o m
M i d d l e s e x  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  a  p o s t g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  o n  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e
C o n f l i c t  M a n a g e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s .



C A N D I C E  S T E V E N S  
F i s c a l  B e n e f i t s  P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r  a n d  T a x  S p e c i a l i s t ,  B i r d  L i f e  S o u t h
A f r i c a
 
C a n d i c e  S t e v e n s   i s  a  b i o d i v e r s i t y  f i n a n c e  e x p e r t  a n d  n i c h e  t a x
s p e c i a l i s t  w h o  w o r k s  a t  c r e a t i n g  i n n o v a t i v e  f i n a n c e  s o l u t i o n s  f o r
l a n d s c a p e  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  C a n d i c e  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  f i r s t  e f f e c t i v e
b i o d i v e r s i t y  t a x  i n c e n t i v e  i n t o  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s
n e t w o r k  a n d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  r e c e i v e d
t h e  P a t h f i n d e r  A w a r d  S p e c i a l  C o m m e n d a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  g l o b a l  i n n o v a t i o n .
S h e  h e a d s  u p  t h e  I n n o v a t i v e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F i n a n c e  U n i t ,  h o u s e d  w i t h i n
W i l d e r n e s s  F o u n d a t i o n  A f r i c a ,  w h e r e  s h e  w o r k s  e x t e n s i v e l y  w i t h
m u l t i p l e  s t a k e h o l d e r s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  l e a d e r s  a c r o s s  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t o r s  t o
u l t i m a t e l y  p l u g  S o u t h  A f r i c a ’ s  b i o d i v e r s i t y  f i n a n c e  g a p .
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S U S A N  E D D A  S E E H U S E N
A d v i s o r ,  B I O F I N  B r a z i l
 
S u s a n  E d d a  S e e h u s e n  i s  a  p a s s i o n a t e  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  w h o  b e l i e v e s  i n
t h e  n e e d  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  s o c i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  a  b e t t e r
a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  w o r l d .  A s  a n  e c o n o m i s t  w i t h  a  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n
F o r e s t  S c i e n c e s ,  a l o n g  h e r  c a r e e r  s h e  h a s  b e e n  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  t h e  u s e
o f  e c o n o m i c  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  n a t u r e  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  a s  p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r ,
s p e c i a l i s t ,  a n d  a s  a  t r a i n e r .  F r o m  2 0 1 3  t h r o u g h  2 0 1 6  s h e  l e d  t h e  w o r k
o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S t r a t e g y  F u n d  i n  B r a z i l ,  N G O  f o c u s e d  i n  s u s t a i n i n g
n a t u r a l  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  h u m a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  b y  s t r a t e g i e s  p o w e r e d  b y
c o n s e r v a t i o n  e c o n o m i c s .  P r e v i o u s l y ,  s h e  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  G I Z  A t l a n t i c
F o r e s t  P r o t e c t i o n  P r o j e c t ,  w h i c h  f u n d e d  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  1 4  P E S
p i l o t  p r o j e c t s  i n  B r a z i l .  C u r r e n t l y ,  s h e  i s  a d v i s i n g  B r a z i l ’ s  B I O F I N
P r o j e c t  t o  s u p p o r t  w i t h  l e v e r a g i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r  b i o d i v e r s i t y  i n  B r a z i l .

H A N N A H  S T .  L U C E - M A R T I N E Z  
N a t i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  B I O F I N  B e l i z e
 
H a n n a h  S t . L u z e - M a r t i n e z  h a s  h e l d  t e n u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  o f
B e l i z e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  1 2  y e a r s .  S h e  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a  S e n i o r  F o r e s t  O f f i c e r
a t  t h e  F o r e s t  D e p a r t m e n t ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s
M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  f o r  t h e  B i o d i v e r s i t y  M a n a g e m e n t
P o r t f o l i o s .  M r s .  M a r t i n e z  h o l d  a  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  T r o p i c a l  F o r e s t  a n d
B i o d i v e r s i t y  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  T r o p i c a l
A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e s e a r c h  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  C e n t e r  ( C A T I E )  i n  C o s t a  R i c a .  T o
d a t e  h e r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n c l u d e  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f
m e d i u m  t o  l a r g e  s i z e  b i o d i v e r s i t y  p r o j e c t s .  M r s .  M a r t i n e z  c o n t i n u e s  t o
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  B e l i z e  a t  m u l t i p l e  l o c a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r a  a s  w e l l  a s  s e r v e  o n  t e c h n i c a l  c o m m i t t e e s .  S h e  h a s
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  R A M S A R  C o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e  P r o t e c t e d
A r e a s  T e c h n i c a l  C o m m i t t e e - C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e
E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a s  t h e  P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s  S y s t e m
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  B e l i z e .  S h e  c u r r e n t l y  f o c u s e s  h e r  w o r k  o n  p r o m o t i n g
s u s t a i n a b l e  f i n a n c i n g ,  a d v o c a c y  a n d  i m p r o v e d  s e c t o r a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n
a n d  p l a n n i n g  t o  a d v a n c e  b i o d i v e r s i t y  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a t
t h e  l o c a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  l e v e l .



D A N I E L A   T O R R E S  
N a t i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  B I O F I N  M e x i c o
 
D a n i e l a  h a s  o v e r  1 0  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w o r k i n g  o n  p u b l i c  p o l i c y ,
m u l t i l a t e r a l  f i n a n c i n g  a n d  s t r u c t u r i n g  p u b l i c  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f
F i n a n c e  a n d  P u b l i c  C r e d i t  o f  M e x i c o  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  D a n i e l a  w a s  a l s o  a d v i s o r  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  E n v i r o n m e n t
F a c i l i t y ’ s  f o c a l  p o i n t  a n d  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  G r e e n  C l i m a t e
F u n d ’ s  N a t i o n a l  D e s i g n a t e d  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  b o a r d  m e m b e r .  D u r i n g  t h a t
t i m e  D a n i e l a  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e  g r e e n  f u n d s
a n d  i n  s e v e r a l  n e g o t i a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  o f  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s .  D a n i e l a  h o l d s  a  B a c h e l o r ' s  D e g r e e  i n  M a n a g e m e n t
a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B u s i n e s s  a n d  M a s t e r ' s  D e g r e e  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F i n a n c e
f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i d a d  P a n a m e r i c a n a .
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R A M I T H A  W I J E T H U N G A
N a t i o n a l  P r o j e c t  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  B I O F I N  S r i  L a n k a
 
R a m i t h a  W i j e t h u n g a  i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P r o j e c t  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  B I O F I N  i n  
S r i  L a n k a .  R a m i t h a  h a s  w o r k e d  f o r  U N D P  s i n c e  2 0 0 7 .  H e  h a s  m a n a g e d
s e v e r a l  D i s a s t e r  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t - r e l a t e d  p r o j e c t s
o f  U N D P .  B e f o r e  j o i n i n g  U N D P ,  h e  w o r k e d  f o r  P r a c t i c a l  A c t i o n  a s  a
R e g i o n a l  P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r  f o r  t h e  S o u t h  A s i a  r e g i o n .  H e  h o l d s  t w o
M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e s  i n  s o c i o l o g y  a n d  b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  a
B a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e c o n o m i c s .

M A X I M  V E R G E I C H I K  
R e g i o n a l  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  G l o b a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  F i n a n c e  U n i t ,
U N D P
 
S i n c e  2 0 0 7 ,  M a x i m  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  c o u n t r y  G o v e r n m e n t s ,  N G O s  a n d
U N D P  c o u n t r y  o f f i c e s  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t
S t a t e s  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  o n  b i o d i v e r s i t y  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,
a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  l a n d  a n d  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t .  H i s  c u r r e n t  p o r t f o l i o  h a s
o v e r  3 0  p r o j e c t s  f o c u s e d  o n  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a  s t r e n g t h e n i n g ,  i n t e g r a t i o n
o f  b i o d i v e r s i t y  p r i n c i p l e s  i n t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  s p a t i a l  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  m a r i n e ,  p e a t l a n d ,  f o r e s t ,  d r y l a n d ,  d e s e r t
a n d  g r a s s l a n d  e c o s y s t e m s .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  h e  s e r v e d  a s  M a n a g e r  o f  G E F ’ s
G l o b a l  P r o j e c t  o n  P r o t e c t e d  A r e a s  w h i c h  c o v e r e d  3 5  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r i m a r i l y
S m a l l  I s l a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  S t a t e s  a n d  L e a s t  D e v e l o p e d  C o u n t r i e s .  H e
a l s o  w o r k e d  a t  U N D P  c o u n t r y  o f f i c e s  i n  B e l a r u s ,  B u l g a r i a ,  B o s n i a  a n d
H e r z e g o v i n a  b e t w e e n  1 9 9 9  a n d  2 0 0 4 .

M A Y R A  C A S A S  V I L A R D E L L  
S p e c i a l i s t ,  B I O F I N  C u b a
 
 M a y r a  h a s  t a u g h t  p o s t g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s  i n  C u b a ,  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  a n d
E u r o p e ,  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t s .  S h e  h a s
r e s e a r c h e d  a n d  t a u g h t  m a c r o e c o n o m i c s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e c o n o m i c s ,
s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  t r a i n i n g .  S h e  h o l d s  b o t h
M a s t e r ’ s  a n d  D o c t o r a t e  d e g r e e s .  S h e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e
E c o n o m i c s  a n d  V i c e  D e a n  a t  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  E c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  P i n a r  d e l  R i o  ( U P R ) ,  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
S t u d i e s  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  ( C E M A R N A )  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  M a y r a  h a s
p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a g a z i n e s  a n d  b o o k s .  S h e  h a s
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  m u l t i p l e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e v e n t s .  S h e  i s
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  C o u n c i l  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
S c i e n t i f i c  C o u n c i l s  o f  E c o n o m y  a n d  o f  t h e  U P R .  S h e  i s  a l s o  A c a d e m i c
H o l d e r  o f  t h e  A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s  o f  C u b a .  S i n c e  2 0 1 7 ,  M a y r a  h a s
w o r k e d  a t  t h e  U N D P  O f f i c e  i n  H a v a n a ,  a s  a  s p e c i a l i s t  o f  t h e  B i o d i v e r s i t y
F i n a n c e  I n i t i a t i v e .



P R O D U C T I O N  T E A M

J A M I S O N  E R V I N
M a n a g e r ,  U N D P ’ s  G l o b a l  P r o g r a m m e  o n  N a t u r e  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t
 
J a m i s o n  E r v i n  i s  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  P r o g r a m m e   o n  N a t u r e  f o r
D e v e l o p m e n t .  S h e  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  U N D P  s i n c e  2 0 0 8 .  P r e v i o u s l y
s h e  w o r k e d  w i t h  T h e  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y ,  W o r l d  W i d e  F u n d  f o r
N a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  F o r e s t  S t e w a r d s h i p  C o u n c i l .  S h e  h o l d s  a  P h . D .  i n
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V e r m o n t ,  a  m a s t e r ’ s
d e g r e e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  S c h o o l  f o r
 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a i n i n g ,  a n d  a  b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  a n t h r o p o l o g y
f r o m  B a t e s  C o l l e g e .

O N N O  V A N  D E N  H E U V E L
G l o b a l  M a n a g e r ,  B I O F I N
 
O n n o  i s  t h e  g l o b a l  M a n a g e r  f o r  B I O F I N  –  b a s e d  a t  U N D P ’ s  I s t a n b u l
R e g i o n a l  H u b .  H e  l e a d s  t h e  B I O F I N  t e a m ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  g l o b a l
a n d  n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p r o g r a m m e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  r e s o u r c e
m o b i l i s a t i o n  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s .  H i s  p r i o r  w o r k  i n c l u d e s  a  4  y e a r
t e n u r e  a s  U N D P ’ s  B i o d i v e r s i t y  P r o g r a m m e  O f f i c e r / E n v i r o n m e n t
T e a m  l e a d e r  i n  M o n g o l i a ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a  f i n a n c e ,
c o m m u n i t y  b a s e d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g o v e r n a n c e .  H e
a l s o  w o r k e d  i n  M o n g o l i a  a s  a  p o l i c y  e x p e r t  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f
a  C l e a n  A i r  F u n d  a n d  f o r  4  y e a r s  i n  K e n y a  a t  U N - H A B I T A T ’ s  R e g i o n a l
O f f i c e  f o r  A f r i c a  a n d  A r a b  S t a t e s .  O n n o  h o l d s  a  M a s t e r s  D e g r e e  i n
E c o n o m i c  G e o g r a p h y  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  U t r e c h t .

M A R C O  A R L A U D
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  F i n a n c e  E x p e r t ,  B I O F I N
 
M a r c o  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B I O F I N  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  t e c h n i c a l
t e a m ,  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ’ s  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  a n d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  B I O F I N
M e t h o d o l o g y  a n d  l e a d i n g  t h e  B I O F I N  W e b i n a r  s e r i e s .  B e f o r e  j o i n i n g
t h e  U N D P ,  M a r c o  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  b a n k i n g  s e c t o r  a n d  c h a n g e d  h i s
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  t o  w o r k  o n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  F i n a n c e .  H e  h o l d s  t h r e e
M a s t e r s  d e g r e e s  i n  F i n a n c e ,  Q u a n t i t a t i v e  E c o n o m i c s  a n d
E n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  E n e r g y  a n d  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  E c o n o m i c s .
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C H R I S T I N A  S U P P L E S
G l o b a l  N B S A P  S u p p o r t  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r
 
C h r i s t i n a  S u p p l e s  m a n a g e s  t h e  ‘ G l o b a l  S u p p o r t  t o  N B S A P s
P a r t n e r s h i p ’ .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  G E F  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t ,  U N D P  w o r k s  c l o s e l y
w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o n  B i o l o g i c a l  D i v e r s i t y  a n d
U N  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  W o r l d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  M o n i t o r i n g
C e n t r e ,  t o  s u p p o r t  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  m i d d l e  i n c o m e  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d
s m a l l  i s l a n d  n a t i o n s ,  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  e f f e c t i v e  N a t i o n a l
B i o d i v e r s i t y  S t r a t e g i e s  a n d  A c t i o n  P l a n s  ( N B S A P s ) .  C h r i s t i n a  w o r k s
c l o s e l y  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  t e a m s  t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  t o  i m p r o v e
N B S A P  q u a l i t y  b y  m o r e  c l o s e l y  a l i g n i n g  N B S A P s  w i t h  t h e  S t r a t e g i c
P l a n  f o r  B i o d i v e r s i t y  2 0 1 1  –  2 0 2 0  a n d  t h e  A i c h i  B i o d i v e r s i t y  T a r g e t s .
S h e  i s  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  a  t e c h n i c a l  p e e r  r e v i e w  o f
d r a f t    N B S A P S  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  e a c h  d o c u m e n t  i s  A i c h i - ‐ t a r g e t
a l i g n e d  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a b l e ,  a n d  f o r  m o d e r a t i n g  t h e  N B S A P  F o r u m .
C h r i s t i n a  o b t a i n e d  a  M a s t e r s  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  M a n a g e m e n t  f r o m
D u k e  U n i v e r s i t y .  S h e  h a s  1 8  y e a r s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p l a n n i n g
e x p e r i e n c e ,  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  f o c u s  o n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p l a n n i n g  a n d
m e a s u r e s ,  n a t i o n a l  r e p o r t i n g ,  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g ,  s p a t i a l  p l a n n i n g ,
p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s ,  m a n a g e m e n t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  r u r a l  p o v e r t y
a l l e v i a t i o n .  P r i o r  t o  w o r k i n g  f o r  U N D P ,  s h e  f o c u s e d  o n  d e v e l o p i n g
e f f e c t i v e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  m e a s u r e s  a n d  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s  m a p p i n g
f r a m e w o r k s  f o r  T h e  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y  a n d  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n
B i o l o g y  I n s t i t u t e .

A N N A B E L L E  T R I N I D A D
S e n i o r  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s e r ,  B I O F I N
 
M s .  A n n a b e l l e  “ A b b i e ”  T r i n i d a d  i s  S e n i o r  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r  f o r
B I O F I N  h a n d l i n g  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  B h u t a n ,  S r i  L a n k a ,  T h a i l a n d ,
V i e t n a m ,  a n d  Z a m b i a .  S h e  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  d e c a d e s  o f  w o r k
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t  e c o n o m i c s ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  f i n a n c i n g ,  a n d
p o l i c y  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  m a i n l y  i n  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  a n d  c o a s t a l
s e c t o r s .  A b b i e  h a s  w r i t t e n  a  n u m b e r  o f  p a p e r s  o n  f i s h e r i e s  p o l i c y
a n d  e c o n o m i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p e e r - r e v i e w e d  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  c o - a u t h o r e d
a  b o o k  e n t i t l e d  “ V a l u e s  o f  P h i l i p p i n e  C o a s t a l  R e s o u r c e s :  W h y
P r o t e c t i o n  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  a r e  C r i t i c a l ” .  S h e  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h
m a j o r  d o n o r  a g e n c i e s  A b b i e  h a s  a n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  i n
S t a t i s t i c s  a n d  a  m a s t e r a l  d e g r e e  i n  A p p l i e d  B u s i n e s s  E c o n o m i c s .

A N D R E W  S E I D L
S e n i o r  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s e r ,  B I O F I N
 
A n d y ’ s  r o l e  i n  B I O F I N  i n c l u d e s  n a t i o n a l  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  B e l i z e ,
B r a z i l ,  F i j i ,  I n d o n e s i a  a n d  M a l a y s i a ,  a n d  g l o b a l  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  i n
e c o n o m i c  v a l u a t i o n ,  f i n a n c e  a n d  p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s .  H e  h a s  b e e n
P r o f e s s o r  &  P u b l i c  P o l i c y  S p e c i a l i s t  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  R e s o u r c e  E c o n o m i c s  a t  C o l o r a d o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y
s i n c e  1 9 9 7 .   F r o m  2 0 0 9 - 1 2 ,  h e  w a s  H e a d ,  G l o b a l  E c o n o m i c s
P r o g r a m m e ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i o n  f o r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  N a t u r e  ( I U C N ) ,
b a s e d  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d .   D r .  S e i d l  h o l d s  a  B . A .  i n  E c o n o m i c s  a n d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n  a n d  a
P h . D .  i n  F o o d  a n d  R e s o u r c e  E c o n o m i c s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
F l o r i d a ,  U S A .
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B L E R I N A  G J E K A
P r o j e c t  M a n a g e m e n t  A s s o c i a t e  a n d  G e n d e r  F o c a l  P o i n t ,  B I O F I N
 
B l e r i n a  i s  p r o v i d i n g  s u p p o r t  t o  f i n a n c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  g e n d e r  m a i n s t r e a m i n g .  S h e  b r i n g s  m o r e  t h a n  1 0
y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p r o g r a m m e  m a n a g e m e n t  i n v o l v i n g  m u l t i -
d o n o r ,  m u l t i - c o u n t r y  a n d  m u l t i - a g e n c y  i n i t i a t i v e s  a t  n a t i o n a l ,
r e g i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  l e v e l s .  S h e  j o i n e d  U N D P  i n  2 0 0 7  a n d
b e f o r e  w o r k e d  a s  P r o j e c t  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  s e v e r a l  N G O s  a n d
F o u n d a t i o n s  i n  A l b a n i a  i n c l u d i n g  p r o j e c t s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  E U ,  C o u n c i l
o f  E u r o p e ,  C E I ,  C O R D A I D ,  e t c .  B e f o r e  j o i n i n g  U N D P - G E F  N e w  Y o r k  i n
2 0 1 1  s h e  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  U N  R e s i d e n t  C o o r d i n a t o r ’ s  O f f i c e  i n
A l b a n i a  a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  C o o r d i n a t i o n  A n a l y s t  f o r  N o n - R e s i d e n t
U N  A g e n c i e s .  S h e  i s  c o / a u t h o r  o f  t h r e e  n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f
U N D P ,  U N V ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  A l b a n i a n  M i n i s t r y  o f  T o u r i s m ,  Y o u t h  a n d
S p o r t s .  B l e r i n a  h o l d s  a  M a s t e r ’ s  D e g r e e  i n  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t
f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o n d o n .

T R A C E Y  C U M M I N G
T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s e r ,  B I O F I N
 
T r a c e y  f o c u s s e s  o n  t h e  A f r i c a n  R e g i o n  a s  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r  f o r
B I O F I N .  H a i l i n g  f r o m  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  s h e  w a s  t h e  B I O F I N  P r o j e c t
L e a d e r  f o r  S o u t h  A f r i c a  f o r  o v e r  t w o  y e a r s  b e f o r e  j o i n i n g  t h e  g l o b a l
t e a m .   T r a c e y  h a s  o v e r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ’  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  b i o d i v e r s i t y
p o l i c y  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  f i n a n c e ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n
m a i n s t r e a m i n g  b i o d i v e r s i t y  i n t o  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a g e n d a s ,
p r i v a t e l y  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s  a n d  f i s c a l  i n c e n t i v e s .  T r a c e y  h a s  a n
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  i n  E c o n o m i c s  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e ,
a n d  a  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e .

M A R I A N A  B E L L O T
T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  B I O F I N  M e x i c o
 
M a r i a n a  i s  a  B I O F I N  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s e r  p r o v i d i n g  s u p p o r t  t o
C o l o m b i a ,  C o s t a  R i c a ,  G u a t e m a l a ,  C u b a ,  C h i l e ,  P e r u ,  E c u a d o r  a n d
M e x i c o .  S h e  h a s  o v e r  1 8  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w o r k i n g  o n
b i o d i v e r s i t y  p o l i c y  a n d  f i n a n c e  i s s u e s .  S h e  w a s  f o r m e r l y  N a t i o n a l
C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  B I O F I N  M e x i c o  a n d  w o r k e d  f o r  s e v e r a l
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h e  M e x i c a n  G o v e r n m e n t .  S h e  h a s
e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  o n  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o
b i o d i v e r s i t y  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a  f i n a n c e ,  e c o s y s t e m
s e r v i c e s ,  e c o s y s t e m - b a s e d  a d a p t a t i o n ,  a n d  h a s  c l o s e l y  w o r k e d  w i t h
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  U N D P ,  W B ,  G E F ,  G I Z ,  K F W  a n d
A F D .  M a r i a n a  h o l d s  a  M a s t e r ´ s  D e g r e e  o n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P o l i c y  a n d
D e v e l o p m e n t  S t u d i e s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S u s s e x .  S h e  i s  b a s e d  i n
M e x i c o  C i t y .

H E R V E  B A R O I S
R e g i o n a l  N o d e  A d v i s e r  f o r  A f r i c a ,  C e n t r a l  A s i a  a n d  E u r o p e ,
B I O F I N
 
H e r v é  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  C B D
P a r t i e s  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  B I O F I N ’ s  c o r e  p r o g r a m m e .  H e  i s  a
s e n i o r  c o n s u l t a n t  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f i n a n c e   w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  2 0
y e a r s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n ,
I n d i a n  O c e a n  a n d  S o u t h  E a s t  A s i a  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e
r e s o u r c e s  m a n a g e m e n t ,  b i o d i v e r s i t y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  c l i m a t e
c h a n g e  ( m i t i g a t i o n  a n d  a d a p t a t i o n ) .  I n  A d d i t i o n ,  h e  h a s  p r o j e c t
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  f o r m u l a t i o n  w o r k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  G l o b a l  E n v i r o n m e n t  F a c i l i t y ,  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n ,
G l o b a l  M e c h a n i s m ,  U N D P ,  U N C D F  , G l o b a l  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  A l l i a n c e ,
G r e e n  C l i m a t e  F u n d .
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J A M E S  M A I D E N
G l o b a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  S p e c i a l i s t ,  B I O F I N
 
J a m e s  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B I O F I N ’ s
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s .  J a m e s  i s  p a s s i o n a t e  c o m m u n i c a t o r  a n d  a
k e e n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e
a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  B a s e d  i n  T a s m a n i a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  J a m e s
j o i n e d  B I O F I N  m o v i n g  f r o m  T i m o r - L e s t e ,  w h e r e  h e  l e d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f o r  a  l a r g e ,  A u s t r a l i a n  f u n d e d ,  m u l t i - c o u n t r y
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m  c a l l e d  t h e  M a r k e t
D e v e l o p m e n t  F a c i l i t y  ( M D F ) .  H e  s p e n t  5  y e a r s  i n  I n d o n e s i a  w o r k i n g
w i t h  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F o r e s t r y  R e s e a r c h  ( C I F O R ) ,  a n d
w i t h  A u s A I D  o n  R E D D +  p r o g r a m s .  H e  h a s  a  m a s t e r ’ s  i n  S c i e n c e
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  ( N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  F i l m m a k i n g )  a n d  a  d e g r e e  i n  f i l m
a n d  m e d i a .

J E S S I C A  A L V S I L V E R
R e g i o n a l  N o d e  A d v i s e r  f o r  A s i a - P a c i f i c ,  B I O F I N
 
J e s s i c a  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  C B D
P a r t i e s  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  B I O F I N ’ s  c o r e  p r o g r a m m e  i n  A s i a  a n d
t h e  P a c i f i c .  S h e  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e c o n o m i c s ,  i n  r e s e a r c h ,  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  m a k i n g  a n d
i n  m a i n s t r e a m i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s .  S h e
h a s  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  d o n o r  a g e n c y  S i d a .
B e f o r e  j o i n i n g  B I O F I N  s h e  w o r k e d  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  a t  t h e  S w e d i s h
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  p r o v i d i n g  p o l i c y  a d v i c e  t o  t h e
G o v e r n m e n t .  S h e  h o l d s  a  P h . D  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
e c o n o m i c s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G o t h e n b u r g ,  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n
v a l u a t i o n  a n d  w e l f a r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t o u r i s m .

A N N I E  V I R N I G
P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r ,  U N D P
 
A n n i e  i s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  p o l i c y ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  d e l i v e r y
o f  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s .  A n n i e  c o o r d i n a t e s  t h e
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  t o o l s  a c r o s s
s u b j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  b i o d i v e r s i t y  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
m a n a g e m e n t ,  l o c a l  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  r e s i l i e n c e ,  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  c o n s u m p t i o n  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n .  S h e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
l i a i s i n g  w i t h  a  d i v e r s e  t e a m  o f  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  e x p e r t s ,  p a r t n e r s  a n d
c l i e n t s .  S h e  h o l d s  a  d o u b l e  B . A .  i n  B i o l o g y  &  L o c a l  a n d  G l o b a l
S o c i a l  C h a n g e  f r o m  M a c a l e s t e r  C o l l e g e  a n d  a n  M .  P h i l  i n
E t h n o b o t a n y  f r o m  t h e  C U N Y  G r a d u a t e  C e n t e r  a n d  T h e  N e w  Y o r k
B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n .

D A N I E L  P É R E Z
W e b s i t e  S p e c i a l i s t ,  U N D P
 
D a n i e l  i s  a  w e b  s p e c i a l i s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  w e b
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  P r o g r a m m e  o n  N a t u r e  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t .
H e  d e v e l o p s  I n f o r m a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t  S y s t e m s  b y  d e f i n i n g  a n d
a s s e s s i n g  t h e  t e a m ’ s  n e e d s ,  a l w a y s  i m p l e m e n t i n g  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  t o
a s s u r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  I T  s t a n d a r d s .  D a n i e l  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h
U N D P  s i n c e  2 0 1 0 ,  a n d  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b o t h  i n  c o u n t r y  o f f i c e s  a n d
H Q ,  m a k e s  h i m  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  t o  u s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g i e s  t o  c r e a t e  i n n o v a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t
h e l p  a c c e l e r a t e  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t .

PAGE 33



V I K T O R I I A  B R E Z H E N I U K
E - l e a r n i n g  a n d  C a p a c i t y - B u i l d i n g  A n a l y s t ,  U N D P
 
V i k t o r i i a  i s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e d
i n  c o m m u n i t y  m o b i l i z a t i o n  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  V i k t o r i i a
c o m b i n e s  h e r  g r a d u a t e - l e v e l  a c a d e m i c  t r a i n i n g  i n  c o m p a r a t i v e  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  N G O  s p h e r e ,
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a n d  P e r m a n e n t  M i s s i o n  o f  a  U N  m e m b e r - s t a t e ,  t o
f a c i l i t a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p s  b e t w e e n  v a r i o u s  s t a k e h o l d e r s  f o r  t h e
a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o m p o n e n t s  o f
s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t .

J E N N A  I N G R A M
P r o g r a m m e  A s s i s t a n t ,  U N D P
 
J e n n a  i s  a  P r o g r a m m e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  G l o b a l  P r o g r a m m e  o n  N a t u r e
f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  t e a m .  S h e  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  S U N Y  G e n e s e o  w i t h  a
d e g r e e  i n  A n t h r o p o l o g y ,  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  M a s t e r ’ s  s t u d e n t  i n
S u s t a i n a b l e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a t  t h e  H e l l e r  S c h o o l  f o r
S o c i a l  P o l i c y  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  a t  B r a n d e i s  U n i v e r s i t y .  S h e  s u p p o r t s
t h e  c r e a t i o n  a n d  p r o m o t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  e -
l e a r n i n g  t e a m .

M A R I O N  M A R I G O
G l o b a l  S u p p o r t  t o  N B S A P s  C o n s u l t a n t
 
M a r i o n  i s  a  J u n i o r  C o n s u l t a n t  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  G l o b a l  S u p p o r t  t o
N B S A P  P r o j e c t .  S h e  f o c u s e s  o n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h
g e n d e r  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  t h r o u g h  N a t i o n a l
B i o d i v e r s i t y  S t r a t e g i e s  a n d  A c t i o n s  P l a n s  ( N B S A P s ) .  U s i n g  e x t e r n a l
l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  c a s e  s t u d i e s ,  M a r i o n  i s  p r o d u c i n g  a n  e - l e a r n i n g
c o u r s e s  o n  h o w  t o  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  m a i n s t r e a m i n g  g e n d e r  i n t o
b i o d i v e r s i t y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  h o w  t o  e m p o w e r  w o m e n  i n  t h i s  a r e a .
M a r i o n  i s  a l s o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o u r s e s  a n d  i s  i n
c h a r g e  o f  i t s  p r o m o t i o n  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a .

G A M Z E  A K A R S U
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  F i n a n c e  A s s o c i a t e ,  B I O F I N
 
G a m z e  i s  a  U N  V o l u n t e e r  w i t h  t h e  B I O F I N  G l o b a l  t e a m .  S h e  w o r k s
c l o s e l y  w i t h  B I O F I N  c o u n t r i e s  f o c u s i n g  o n  k n o w l e d g e  m a n a g e m e n t
a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  G a m z e
s u p p o r t s  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B I O F I N  c o m m u n i c a t i o n
s t r a t e g y .  P r i o r  t o  h e r  r o l e  i n  t h e  U N D P ,  s h e  w a s  b a s e d  i n  M a l a w i  t o
s u p p o r t  b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s .  G a m z e  h a s  a n
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  h o l d s
d o u b l e  d e g r e e  i n  M a s t e r ´ s  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  E n g i n e e r i n g  i n
E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  E n e r g y .
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M E L I S S A  S Ø V I K
P r o g r a m m e  A s s i s t a n t ,  U N D P
 
M e l i s s a  S ø v i k  i s  a  P r o g r a m m e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  G l o b a l  P r o g r a m m e  o n
N a t u r e  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  t e a m .  S h e  h o l d s  a  B a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n
e c o n o m i c s  f r o m  U n i v e r s i t é  d e  T o u l o u s e  i n  F r a n c e ,  a n d  a  M a s t e r ’ s
d e g r e e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S a n
F r a n c i s c o .  S h e  s u p p o r t s  c o n t e n t  c r e a t i o n ,  o u t r e a c h  a n d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e - l e a r n i n g  t e a m .



F A C I L I T A T I O N  T E A M

J A M I S O N  E R V I N
M a n a g e r ,  U N D P ’ s  G l o b a l  P r o g r a m m e  o n  N a t u r e  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t
 
J a m i s o n  E r v i n  i s  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  P r o g r a m m e   o n  N a t u r e  f o r
D e v e l o p m e n t .  S h e  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  U N D P  s i n c e  2 0 0 8 .  P r e v i o u s l y
s h e  w o r k e d  w i t h  T h e  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y ,  W o r l d  W i d e  F u n d  f o r
N a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  F o r e s t  S t e w a r d s h i p  C o u n c i l .  S h e  h o l d s  a  P h . D .  i n
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V e r m o n t ,  a  m a s t e r ’ s
d e g r e e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  S c h o o l  f o r
 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a i n i n g ,  a n d  a  b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  a n t h r o p o l o g y
f r o m  B a t e s  C o l l e g e .

O N N O  V A N  D E N  H E U V E L
G l o b a l  M a n a g e r ,  B I O F I N
 
O n n o  i s  t h e  g l o b a l  M a n a g e r  f o r  B I O F I N  –  b a s e d  a t  U N D P ’ s  I s t a n b u l
R e g i o n a l  H u b .  H e  l e a d s  t h e  B I O F I N  t e a m ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  g l o b a l
a n d  n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p r o g r a m m e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  r e s o u r c e
m o b i l i s a t i o n  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s .  H i s  p r i o r  w o r k  i n c l u d e s  a  4  y e a r
t e n u r e  a s  U N D P ’ s  B i o d i v e r s i t y  P r o g r a m m e  O f f i c e r / E n v i r o n m e n t
T e a m  l e a d e r  i n  M o n g o l i a ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a  f i n a n c e ,
c o m m u n i t y  b a s e d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g o v e r n a n c e .  H e
a l s o  w o r k e d  i n  M o n g o l i a  a s  a  p o l i c y  e x p e r t  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f
a  C l e a n  A i r  F u n d  a n d  f o r  4  y e a r s  i n  K e n y a  a t  U N - H A B I T A T ’ s  R e g i o n a l
O f f i c e  f o r  A f r i c a  a n d  A r a b  S t a t e s .  O n n o  h o l d s  a  M a s t e r s  D e g r e e  i n
E c o n o m i c  G e o g r a p h y  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  U t r e c h t .

M A R C O  A R L A U D
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  F i n a n c e  E x p e r t ,  B I O F I N
 
M a r c o  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B I O F I N  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  t e c h n i c a l
t e a m ,  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ’ s  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  a n d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  B I O F I N
M e t h o d o l o g y  a n d  l e a d i n g  t h e  B I O F I N  W e b i n a r  s e r i e s .  B e f o r e  j o i n i n g
t h e  U N D P ,  M a r c o  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  b a n k i n g  s e c t o r  a n d  c h a n g e d  h i s
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  t o  w o r k  o n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  F i n a n c e .  H e  h o l d s  t h r e e
M a s t e r s  d e g r e e s  i n  F i n a n c e ,  Q u a n t i t a t i v e  E c o n o m i c s  a n d
E n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  E n e r g y  a n d  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  E c o n o m i c s .
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P A T R I C K  F E R N A N D E Z
P r o g r a m m e  A s s i s t a n t ,  U N D P
 
P a t r i c k  i s  a  P r o g r a m m e  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  t h e  G l o b a l  P r o g r a m m e  o n
N a t u r e  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  T e a m .  H e  c u r r e n t l y  a s s i s t s  t h e  t e a m  o n  i t s
w e b - r e l a t e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .  P r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  U N D P ,  h e  h a s
w o r k e d  o n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  l i v e l i h o o d  p r o j e c t s  i n  r u r a l  P h i l i p p i n e s  a s
p a r t  o f  a  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  H e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p u r s u i n g  a
M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P o l i t i c a l  E c o n o m y  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t
a t  F o r d h a m  U n i v e r s i t y .  H e  a l s o  h o l d s  a  B a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n
C o m p u t e r  E n g i n e e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  A t e n e o  d e  M a n i l a  U n i v e r s i t y .



T R A C E Y  C U M M I N G
T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s e r ,  B I O F I N
 
T r a c e y  f o c u s s e s  o n  t h e  A f r i c a n  R e g i o n  a s  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r  f o r
B I O F I N .  H a i l i n g  f r o m  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  s h e  w a s  t h e  B I O F I N  P r o j e c t
L e a d e r  f o r  S o u t h  A f r i c a  f o r  o v e r  t w o  y e a r s  b e f o r e  j o i n i n g  t h e  g l o b a l
t e a m .   T r a c e y  h a s  o v e r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ’  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  b i o d i v e r s i t y
p o l i c y  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  f i n a n c e ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n
m a i n s t r e a m i n g  b i o d i v e r s i t y  i n t o  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a g e n d a s ,
p r i v a t e l y  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s  a n d  f i s c a l  i n c e n t i v e s .  T r a c e y  h a s  a n
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  i n  E c o n o m i c s  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e ,
a n d  a  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e .

M A R I A N A  B E L L O T
T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  B I O F I N  M e x i c o
 
M a r i a n a  i s  a  B I O F I N  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s e r  p r o v i d i n g  s u p p o r t  t o
C o l o m b i a ,  C o s t a  R i c a ,  G u a t e m a l a ,  C u b a ,  C h i l e ,  P e r u ,  E c u a d o r  a n d
M e x i c o .  S h e  h a s  o v e r  1 8  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w o r k i n g  o n
b i o d i v e r s i t y  p o l i c y  a n d  f i n a n c e  i s s u e s .  S h e  w a s  f o r m e r l y  N a t i o n a l
C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  B I O F I N  M e x i c o  a n d  w o r k e d  f o r  s e v e r a l
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h e  M e x i c a n  G o v e r n m e n t .  S h e  h a s
e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  o n  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o
b i o d i v e r s i t y  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a  f i n a n c e ,  e c o s y s t e m
s e r v i c e s ,  e c o s y s t e m - b a s e d  a d a p t a t i o n ,  a n d  h a s  c l o s e l y  w o r k e d  w i t h
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  U N D P ,  W B ,  G E F ,  G I Z ,  K F W  a n d
A F D .  M a r i a n a  h o l d s  a  M a s t e r ´ s  D e g r e e  o n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P o l i c y  a n d
D e v e l o p m e n t  S t u d i e s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S u s s e x .  S h e  i s  b a s e d  i n
M e x i c o  C i t y .

A N D R E W  S E I D L
S e n i o r  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s e r ,  B I O F I N
 
A n d y ’ s  r o l e  i n  B I O F I N  i n c l u d e s  n a t i o n a l  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  B e l i z e ,
B r a z i l ,  F i j i ,  I n d o n e s i a  a n d  M a l a y s i a ,  a n d  g l o b a l  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  i n
e c o n o m i c  v a l u a t i o n ,  f i n a n c e  a n d  p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s .  H e  h a s  b e e n
P r o f e s s o r  &  P u b l i c  P o l i c y  S p e c i a l i s t  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  R e s o u r c e  E c o n o m i c s  a t  C o l o r a d o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y
s i n c e  1 9 9 7 .   F r o m  2 0 0 9 - 1 2 ,  h e  w a s  H e a d ,  G l o b a l  E c o n o m i c s
P r o g r a m m e ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i o n  f o r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  N a t u r e  ( I U C N ) ,
b a s e d  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d .   D r .  S e i d l  h o l d s  a  B . A .  i n  E c o n o m i c s  a n d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n  a n d  a
P h . D .  i n  F o o d  a n d  R e s o u r c e  E c o n o m i c s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
F l o r i d a ,  U S A .
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A N N A B E L L E  T R I N I D A D
S e n i o r  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s e r ,  B I O F I N
 
M s .  A n n a b e l l e  “ A b b i e ”  T r i n i d a d  i s  S e n i o r  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r  f o r
B I O F I N  h a n d l i n g  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  B h u t a n ,  S r i  L a n k a ,  T h a i l a n d ,
V i e t n a m ,  a n d  Z a m b i a .  S h e  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  d e c a d e s  o f  w o r k
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t  e c o n o m i c s ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  f i n a n c i n g ,  a n d
p o l i c y  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  m a i n l y  i n  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  a n d  c o a s t a l
s e c t o r s .  A b b i e  h a s  w r i t t e n  a  n u m b e r  o f  p a p e r s  o n  f i s h e r i e s  p o l i c y
a n d  e c o n o m i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p e e r - r e v i e w e d  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  c o - a u t h o r e d
a  b o o k  e n t i t l e d  “ V a l u e s  o f  P h i l i p p i n e  C o a s t a l  R e s o u r c e s :  W h y
P r o t e c t i o n  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  a r e  C r i t i c a l ” .  S h e  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h
m a j o r  d o n o r  a g e n c i e s  A b b i e  h a s  a n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  i n
S t a t i s t i c s  a n d  a  m a s t e r a l  d e g r e e  i n  A p p l i e d  B u s i n e s s  E c o n o m i c s .



M E R U Y E R T  S A R S E M B A Y E V A
T e a m  l e a d e r ,  B I O F I N  K a z a k h s t a n
 
M e r u y e r t  S a r s e m b a y e v a  i s  t h e  t e a m  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  B I O F I N  i n
K a z a k h s t a n  a n d  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o m o t i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  i s s u e s ,
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  k e y  m i n i s t r i e s ,  a g e n c i e s ,  a n d  t h e
b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i m p l e m e n t  f i n a n c e
s o l u t i o n s .  P r i o r  t o  U N D P ,  s h e  w o r k e d  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  b u d g e t  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g ,
g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c u r e m e n t ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n n i n g  t r a i n i n g .  S h e  i s
t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  w o r k  o n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i x
e c o s y s t e m  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  K a r k a r a l y  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  M e r u y e r t  h o l d s  a
M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  E c o n o m i c s .

J E S S I C A  A L V S I L V E R
R e g i o n a l  N o d e  A d v i s e r  f o r  A s i a - P a c i f i c ,  B I O F I N
 
J e s s i c a  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  C B D
P a r t i e s  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  B I O F I N ’ s  c o r e  p r o g r a m m e  i n  A s i a  a n d
t h e  P a c i f i c .  S h e  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e c o n o m i c s ,  i n  r e s e a r c h ,  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  m a k i n g  a n d
i n  m a i n s t r e a m i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s .  S h e
h a s  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  d o n o r  a g e n c y  S i d a .
B e f o r e  j o i n i n g  B I O F I N  s h e  w o r k e d  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  a t  t h e  S w e d i s h
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  p r o v i d i n g  p o l i c y  a d v i c e  t o  t h e
G o v e r n m e n t .  S h e  h o l d s  a  P h . D  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
e c o n o m i c s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G o t h e n b u r g ,  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n
v a l u a t i o n  a n d  w e l f a r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t o u r i s m .

A I N U R  S H A L A K H A N O V A
E x p e r t  o n  b u d g e t  p l a n n i n g ,  B I O F I N  K a z a k h s t a n
 
A i n u r  S h a l a k h a n o v a  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B I O F I N  K a z a k h s t a n  t e a m ,
w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f
f i n a n c e  s o l u t i o n s .  A i n u r  h a s  a n a l y z e d  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e
e x p e n d i t u r e s  o n  b i o d i v e r s i t y  i n  K a z a k h s t a n ,  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l
n e e d s  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  N a t i o n a l  B i o d i v e r s i t y  S t r a t e g y  a n d
A c t i o n  P l a n  a n d  t o o k  a  p a r t  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  F i n a n c e  P l a n .  S h e
a l s o  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  K a z a k h s t a n i  6 t h  N a t i o n a l
R e p o r t  o n  B i o d i v e r s i t y .  A i n u r  h o l d s  a  B a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n
H y d r o g e o l o g y  a t  t h e  K a z a k h  N a t i o n a l  T e c h n i c a l  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d
M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  F i n a n c e  a n d  I n v e s t m e n t  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  E s s e x .
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H E R V E  B A R O I S
R e g i o n a l  N o d e  A d v i s e r  f o r  A f r i c a ,  C e n t r a l  A s i a  a n d  E u r o p e ,  B I O F I N
 
H e r v é  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  C B D  P a r t i e s
n o t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  B I O F I N ’ s  c o r e  p r o g r a m m e .  H e  i s  a  s e n i o r
c o n s u l t a n t  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f i n a n c e   w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  y e a r s  o f
 p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n ,  I n d i a n
O c e a n  a n d  S o u t h  E a s t  A s i a  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e
r e s o u r c e s  m a n a g e m e n t ,  b i o d i v e r s i t y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  c l i m a t e
c h a n g e  ( m i t i g a t i o n  a n d  a d a p t a t i o n ) .  I n  A d d i t i o n ,  h e  h a s  p r o j e c t
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  f o r m u l a t i o n  w o r k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  G l o b a l  E n v i r o n m e n t  F a c i l i t y ,  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n ,
G l o b a l  M e c h a n i s m ,  U N D P ,  U N C D F  , G l o b a l  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  A l l i a n c e ,
G r e e n  C l i m a t e  F u n d .
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